
BEHIND OPENING DOOR IN TUNIS 8

might thus be induced to leave its present abode.

Poor young thing! She died not long after, but her

friends to this day believe that they did all in their

power to help her, and her death could not have

been averted since it was surely decreed.

The veil that shrouds the Moslem home life in

Tunis has been raised and my readers have had a

peep at its sadder side, but it is only a peep! The

farther one penetrates the more intolerable its noi

some atmosphere becomes. Deceit and lying are so

prevalent that a mother questions the simplest state

ments of her own son, and I have seen a mistress

insist on a servant swearing on the Koran before

she would accept his word. Demoralizing conversa

tion is freely indulged in before the children, till

their minds become depraved to such an extent that

in our school we could not allow the girls to tell

each other stories or even ask riddles because of

their indecent character; and bad language, even

from the little ones, was a thing with which we con

stantly had to contend.

And now we, to whom God has given so much

light and so many privileges, are brought face to

face with the problem, What can be done to help

our Mohammedan sisters to lift the burdens which

mar the happiness of so many lives?

In the first place it seems to me a necessity that

the man's eyes should be opened to see the true con

dition of affairs from a Western, or better still

a Christian, standpoint, and should realize the larger
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