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to wish their women to be different when they do
everything to prevent the possibility. With the boys
in my own compound and under my own care I am
bound to forbid all intercourse with girls because of
their evil minds and influence. Of course such a
thing is fearfully unnatural and cuts off from a
boy’s life all those influences which we in Christian
lands consider so much tend to strengthen and
deepen and soften his character.

It is easy to see from the above the reason why
amongst those who are careful to preserve a sem-
blance of chastity, the girls are carefully secluded
from a tender age and not allowed outside their
compounds except under exceptional circumstances,
until the time that they are about to be taken to
the house of the man to whom they have been be-
trothed.

This preservation of virtue by force, points to the
fact that there is no public opinion ; no love of purity
for its own sake; no real and vital principle in Islam
which tends to preserve and build up purity.

A mere lad, the viciousness of whose first wife
had led him quickly to take a second, said to me
when protested with for doing it, “Our women are
not like yours, and you can never tell what it all
means to us. Even if we wanted to be good they
would hinder us.”

The existence of a large class of pagan slave girls,
who have been caught and brought from their own
homes and carried into the Hausa country to become
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