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45
soever of you are justified by the law; ye are fallen froa grace."87

In this passage the Greek phrase KQTﬂprr; Onre diro Xptd‘-
ToO is translated "Christ is become of no effect unto you" should be
translated "ye are severed from Christ."®® The Greek verb ¢ Kmo?m@e
which is translated "are justified" is in the present tense, and the use of
the present tense in this verb is conative which means that it is used to de-
note an effort to do something, Tl_\us this verb should be translated "try to-
be justifi.ed."sg The Greck noun XG’P('T'OS’ which is translated "grace"
refers to the method of obtaining salvation by the unmerited favor of God.

In this passage, therefore, the Apostle Paul said that those who try to
be justified or declared righteous by obedience to the law are S';evered fa:;om
Christ in the sense that they are cut off from any benefit from Him, and they
are f£allen from grace in the sense that they have abandoned the method of ob-
taining salvation by the unmerited favor of God,

Here the Bible again plainly teaches salvation by grace alone, for in
this passage the Apostle Paul said that those who try to be justified or de-
clared righteous by obedience to the law are severed from Christ in the sense
that they are cut off from any benefit from Him, and they are fallen from
grace in the sense that they have abandoned the method of obtaining salvation
by the unmerited favor of God.

It should be noted that in this passage salvation by grace plus obed-
ience to the law is absolutely impossible, for in this passage the Apostle

Paul made it clear that salvation by grace and salvation by obedience to the
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