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XIX

Dr. MacRae interviewed by Jim Neher 2=17=79

The questipms you asked. First you ask about ?elb and Purvis
as co-authors. Briefly to summarize what happened. I worked with
Dr. Speiser for my doctorla disseration. ‘T did a great deal of work
on Nuzi texts with him. A group of us were worklngon them. Different
ones wrote theses on different aspects._One'wrote on the Moveable
Property at Nuzi. Another bn,RQal-Estaté at Nuzi. We translated all
the Nuzi textg thétiﬁadfyétibéenspublished; We workenon them. Then
Speiser suggested éhat ?urvis éné I é}ch wfite én the Personal Names.
And that‘PﬁrﬁiS'take tﬁé_hon;Semitic.pgrsonal names, and that I
thke the-Semgtié Personél Némesfénd aéhiiﬁith ﬁhem. So we wrote our
actual dissertations on those tﬁﬁ suﬁfécté.

An important part of 6uf ﬁqu waﬁ;iisting_all the ﬁames}_arranging
them in order, tabulating them,'andQEryihg t§ intefpret them. Often
you can't tell because names gef twistédfsolyou cab't be sure; fdu
can see é;§555fbility'of itS'bging-a.SémetiélnamejOr the possibility
of it being non-Semetic. Like ﬁhen”Ifwas in.Mibhiqan‘we'had a great
manjFinlsh people. I remember one family's name was Wannonon. That
sounds strange. in America. They changed it to Warren. You see the
name Warren and say right away they are Englishmen baékground. Names
get twisted and changed in the course of time.'

It's a very interesting but a fax to some extent a bafifeling
study. Purvis partibularly.qQalihg'ﬁith the nom-Semetic names was
deélihg with names from a Gériéty of ancient groups .of whiéh we don't
know .a great.deal. He got3some_géod ssuff on it. Although.we worked
together on the whéle business it was quite a different -=- in my area
the Semetic names, you had'a gréét many that were duite-eaSQ-to in-

terpret, and thenyou could{relaﬁe'others to them. And try to explain

them. When we finished w;itingiourztheses, Dr. Speiserfinsisted that
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