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bservations oo the birch of an idea

I'Mr. MeCarey wanted me to wrice z lécter for the month of December. He
wanted ic c©o be io by Nov., 15 but I was busy wicth other matters uncil
practically chat time. I wondered what to write. The idees occurred to me, Tais
is Chriscmas tims, I should write somsching specifically relasped to Chbistmas.
Theo I remewmberad how when I had scudied 2 ic Berxlin and Charlie Woodbridge
had lived up in a differxent se2ccion thau I had and we had oftsn mst and
discussed macters. One day he sald to me, This is a vsry gloomy city. Thexs
is a fseling of glood acd misery about ic, but he said, as Chriscmas appxoaches
I feel chere i1s an lpncrease of cheserful happiness and joy everywhere. It is
temporary because of the sconomic situacion under which che areza is suffer-
ing but you can just feel the difference.

Now as I cthought of writing a Christmas letter I chought c¢his may perhaps
do for a scart, noc particularly well, buc I don't komow of aoything ac che
momeént thac hasn't been used a thousand cimes so I'll scart wich chis, So I
said I'll just sic downadn and diccaced abouc 5 cthings and thea == gbouc 5
pages and then if there 1s anyching io ic that would sesm good for che lecter
lec My. McCarty iodicace chac and I'll work over ic. So I sat down and I
described the sictuation in Berlin withouc saming che cicy or the country. I
described the ecomnomic situation and the general misery of cthe people. It
was che resulc of & WEE var that cthey had lost and in which terkicory had been
taken from chem. They were given heavy so-called reparations to pay. As

I ¢ried to described these <¢his situation 1o generxal terms the thought

~occurred go me no woander Hitler came to power when pecple were reduced to

such a condition and so I mencioned chat chese were the conditions that could
easily give rise to any dictacor that would offér a panacea by rouslng race
hatred or FEEEXAR general attitudes of Then I said how my

friend said how he felt thie general lightening of fqnling as Christmas
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