Scme Thoughts About My Eighcieth Birchday
As my sightiech birthday approached I heard about a mao who was scon to reach
his dsvenciech birchday. I was told that he was very upsec aod disturbed about ic, feeling
how cerrible ic would be to bscome szventy years old. When I reached my eighciech
bircthday I said, "Isn't it woonderful chat I am nc locger io my sevengies? Thac is
all pasg me."

A gre=ac deal depends co how you look ac things. Persosally I have opszver fel
like payiog much accenticn to birchdays and would nave been happier if my sighciech
birchday could have bzeo simply disrsgargded., Ilowever, many people pay & gr=at deal
of aecencion to birchdays asd ic gives chem pleasurs to do so, and I caopot simply
cut myself off from chis though Igzarely apy much acteotion ©o aryooe's birchday
and am generally happy when mine passes with liccle aceencin paid co ic.

I do ooc recall, afcer I became an adult, accectiorn being mpxst paid co my
bircthdays to any greac excent, at least for manv years. I had a birthday when I
was 1o Berlin anod I happened to mezation it to somsone, and I was surprisad during
the day to have a oumber of people step up to me~—-z number of GBrmamd studepts—-

Step up ¢o mz aod say, ''Coomgratulations on youxr birthday!" I did noc, however, make
aoy efforc to le=aron when their bircthdays were or to congraculacz chem on them. I
have an impressicn that I remember my fiftiech birchday passing with no actenticn
being paid cto it excpt that I quite fncideptally made a re=fereace in a chapel talk

tc the end of my firsc half ceocury. I do not believe thers was any other actention
pald to thac birchd#y, and I do oot recall any earlier omee, at least since I became
aa adulc. Com2 to chink of it, I do remember racher definicely & my seventh birchday
when I recelved some racher nice prssencs.

When I yeached my sisciech birthday I was told chat a birchday dinper was to be
held at che semivary. This was actended by the members of the faculcy, many of whom
axmwikh are w with us today. Dr. Steel had been one of cthe prime movers in placning
thact affair. We mesc io che entrance hall of the buidding where we lived in Elkins Park.

All the faculty and cheir wives, 1 believe, wxx were there, and also Arthur Steel) and

his wife, They presented me then wich a pair of binoculars. I do not care anything

special about getting these because when I hike I try to kesp what I carry to a minimum
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