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Biblical/¢ Seminary's Roots

Although Biblieal Theological Seminary is a comparatively young instftution
-8 roots go back a longy¥
its roots go back a long way, = Uormmmmeooeoemens
~_ Even before_ the United St 5 becsme a nation great revivals zeg centering

(?-\’»0;« W Ll T
around the preach’ f %ﬁﬁgixgxeached—outuiznmuibewLogmeollege.

led to the establishment of a theodogical seminary at RREN Princeton, New Jersey,

which soon became widely known because of the outstanding Christian testimony and
careful theological research conducted by such men as J. A. Alegander, Charles Hodge,
A. A. Hodge, and B. B. Warfield. - .

During the latter part of the ¥9th—centuxy

“Lnﬁﬁfzzfﬁtzgﬁgﬁ?y“ nineteenth century most of the theological seminaries in America
cﬁpito&ati capitulated to the naturalistic teaching of evolution the
Higher@€riticism. This latgerhaovement begghning.with the Pentateugg?’jg%z

=eventuatly through the entire Bible)and destroyed the faith of many. Through it all
Princeton Seminary meintained a ¢lear and unequivocal testimony to the great truths gi-
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" of the Reformed Faith faith andA.the neg€cessity oflgalvation through the shed blood
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"y of Jesus Christ. h -
In the early part of the twentieth, /20th %, gentury rthe scholars at Princeton

} began to feel isolated, as most of -their counterparts in other institutions succumbed

.} to the Higher Criticism. In 1920 éﬁéﬂgﬁﬁﬁéiﬁﬁiggisn theological seminary in AMerica;zzaﬁ/

| Wl more than twenty years old.-that had been taken over t?‘the theological liberals,

. and movement was developing to g?ab Pr inceton in.line with these other

isifitutions.n Opposition to Ehis g these s was leq by Such greagégéholars
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known through out throughout the world for their devoted stand for the Word of God.

Princeton as Robert Dick Wilson and J5 Gresham Machen, men

These efforts to destroy the solid evangelical witness of Princeton SE&minary
reached a climax in 1929 when the Board beard of, Princetpn Seminary was reorganized
in such a way as to give those desiring compromise with liberalism a majority, and
the evangelical scholars at Princeton saw that’ thefr*ﬂays ‘the days of ascendancy

.of at Prinpeton; of those who stood solidly for the Word-of God would soon end. -
Dr. Wilson and Dr. Maohen therefore left the school and stanted a new theological
seminary at Philadelphia which they oalled Westminster Theological Seminary, and

taught there the rest of their‘li?es. ¢ ;;;4' R ¥ a2 s

For a number of\years Westminster gave solid evangelical training and the
excellence of theiragnaduates.began to be widely recognized. Af;er the death of both
of the seminary founders it seemed to many, including Dr. Allan MacRaye, who had been

a member of Westminster's faculty from its beginning, thaﬁh;he seminary s major
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emphasis was being directed toward secondary doctrines and the major evangelical ; )
oy ' -aentende, fﬂ-
oints Eﬁﬁe,receiving“ secon p&ace4in_ie- In' addition they saw that the viewz=of
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presupposicional'theoiogxgnx apodogetics, which seemed-tp"them to’deny“thewvalue
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