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LETTER 5  
 

FACTS ABOUT THE  
SO-CALLED "TEXTUS RECEPTUS" 

 
 

How did the term "Textus Receptus" originate?  
 
It originated through a highly exaggerated statement -- actually 

a publisher's blurb -- in the preface to the second edition of the 
Greek New Testament that was published in Holland in 1633 by 
the Elzevir brothers. In this Latin preface they called their book 
"the text which is now received by all, in which we give nothing 
changed or corrupted." This is how this Latin term Textus 
Receptus (received text) came to be applied to a particular text of 
the Greek New Testament. On the European continent, aside from 
Great Britain, the first Elzevir edition (pub. 1624) was for a long 
time the standard edition of the Greek New Testament.  

 
 Did the King James translators use this Textus Receptus as 
the basis for their translation?  

 
No. Even the first Elzevir edition was not published until 13 

years after the date of the KJV.  
 

 What was the Greek text on which the KJV New Testament 
was based?  

 
It was based on the third edition of the Greek New Testament, 

issued by the Parisian publisher Stephanus (Latinized form of 
Estienne) in 1550.  

 
 Was the text of Stephanus on which the King James Vesion 
was based identical with the later Textus Receptus?  

 
No. The two differed in 287 places.  
 

 How many Greek manuscripts agree exactly with the edition 
published by Stephanus, and how many agree exactly with the 
edition published by Elzevir?  

 
There is no Greek manuscript that agrees exactly with either of 

these. Both of them are conflate texts. 
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