
√25 Biblical Christianity  
 

Do early manuscripts omit the word Christ at many places 
where it is included in the Textus Receptus and thereby show 
themselves to be unchristian?  

 
The Gospels always speak of our Lord as Jesus. The book of 

Acts uses the word "Jesus" alone 35 times, "Jesus Christ" 10 times 
and "the Lord Jesus Christ" 6 times in the KJV. It would be quite 
erroneous to conclude from this that the author of Acts does not 
like the word "Christ." Different writers show different preferences 
in this regard. As scribes copied manuscripts in century after 
century it was easy for a scribe unintentionally to writer a longer 
form even where a shorter one occurred, so the word Christ occurs 
more frequently in later manuscripts than in earlier ones. Yet even 
in the latest manuscripts we find that Jesus is often called by 
shorter terms. The use of longer phrases in referring to the Lord 
does not necessarily show greater piety or greater loyalty to Christ.  

 
 It is sometimes said that since God gave an inerrant Bible in 
the original we can be sure that He would cause that it be 
preserved without error. What do you think of this statement?  

 
This is the sort of argument that rests on human ideas and not 

on God's revelation. One might as well say that if God gave His 
Son to die for the sins of all who will believe on His name we can 
then be sure that every person who has lived since that time would 
be fully informed about Him. We know that this is not true. 
Millions of people have died without ever hearing about Christ. 
There are people in this country who have attended church 
faithfully all their lives, but have only heard the Social Gospel and 
have never been told how they could be saved through Christ. We 
know that whatever God does is best, but we do not have the 
wisdom to say that He must have done things in a certain way.  

 
 God has caused that the books of the Bible should be 

marvelously preserved. We can get extremely near to the precise 
text as it came from the hands of the authors, but there are many 
minor points on which we cannot be sure. None of these points 
affect any important fact of Christian doctrine or life.  

 
 God could have caused His Word to have been written on tables 
of stone and preserved in a room kept at exactly the same 
temperature, protected from any change, like the authoritative
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