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On the first day God Mﬁmh:hat. lighteeame into-existence’, This may
indicate the beginning of most of Fhe dynamic forces of the universe. However, it
could be interpreted as merely m-:-,é-l-bier the entrance of light into a particular
planet) wh ch/‘lay 7111 a condition of great darkness. ﬁﬁ/}f W
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&2 second creative day-there-was a firmamenhmade and wat= the watef%elowM

’" 5l
F~separated from those above. The Hebrew word translated firmament is derived from

4;-1,!?55! /
appiyto

the idea of something beaten out into great thinness. It does not necessarily
vy oty

something solid but simpf A an expanse surrounding a particular planet so that the water.?
below and those above it are separated. This could Hescribe the gradual formyg§tion
of various planets and the separation of elements which had previously been inter-
mingled, or it could deal exclusively with our particular earth, The verse does not
enable us to determine between the two possibilities.

The last 4 days are restricted to this planet. On the third day two major events
occur. The first of these is the formation of seas and the emergence of dry land.
The second part of the day tells of the gradual appearance of many types of vegetation
upon this land.

The 4th day has sometimes been interpreted as a description of the creation of
the sun, moon, and stars. Closer reading of the verse strongly suggests that what

At
is meant is not that they-av-ri created but that they bazome visible upon this earth,
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Remcval of scme layer that surrcunded the e .rth v 1y be what is meant. The principal
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emphasis in the verse is that these bodies became available for markers of periods of
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