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AN EXAMINATION OF JEREMIAH Z1:31-34

I. Cux preseuns purposc is to seudy the Book of Jeremiah wigh a niniuwm of
inpuc from other sourcaa.

1. The Bible was not given simply 28 a source of proof wercs, but &8 a
storzhouse of divine wisdom, every part of which is vital for Christien
knowledge and Christisn writimg.

2. VWhem we astert by reading into a passage ideas lesrved from anothez
passage it i3 eaey to overlook some parvicular aspsct of truth that God in-
tended the passage to give. Whem we look at a passage with s set ides of
what it ought to teach, tharxe is alwaye & chance that we will fail to see
wvhat iz actually doss tesch.

3. We should not approach a passage with only two questions: dees it
teach a cercsin megter, ov does it deny {£? We should alweys ask & thixd
question: doss it actually not deal wich this pavticular matcer ac all?

¥1I. We should recognize the difference between God's dealings with nagions
sud His eternal purpose for ladividuals.
Both of thase aspects are precent in God's revelation, at least s
early as the time of Abxaham. Cf. Gem. 12:2; 18:18; Cal. 3:6-9, 17; Row. 9:6-7.
God made nany promises about whole naticus, but the eterval fate of ip-
dividugls was always tied to their faith and to fowgiveansss of siums through
the deliwdrance promised to Adam gnd o Abrsham and symbolized by the whele
sacrificial syscen. Cf. Gen. 3:15; Exod. 12:13; Heb. 9:22.

I11. Features of the New Covenant desccribed fu Jer. 31:31-34.
1. It pointe to & futurs situstiom--v.31.
2. It ipvolves both Iaxasl amd Judsh--v.31.
3. Ig diffexs from the Covenant made st Sinai--v.32.
4. God's lev will be writtem on men's hearts--v.31.
Cf, Deut. 30:6; Rom. 2:28-29,
5. "I will be their God amd they will be my people.”--v.33.
Cf. Euxod. 29:453-46; Lev, 26:12; Jer. 32:38.
6. It will mno lomgaer be neceesary for & man to teach his nelghbor to kmow
the Loxd, becauss all will koow Him~--~v.34.
7. 1t favelves forgiveness of sinz--v.34.
Cf. Exod. 36:6-7; Num., 14:18; 2 Chrom. 7:14,

1IV. Whet is new zbout the Nsw Covenang?

1. The references listed above after festuwes &, 5, aad 7 show thag these
features were already prasout in previous covenants, and indicata thet whag
ig uew in the New Covensoet is not lvwavduess ox gpivicuvality as opposed ¢o
extarnality. Hebrews 11 polnts vo 0ld Testsment worthies av grest men and
women of faigh.

2., Vevee 37 save that this covenemt will ba differant from the Sinaivic
Uovenent. There iz no nention of any change frowm the Covaaant with Abraham
or wich Davdd., In Gal. 3:17 ¥Yaul ecplicitly duclerad chet tha Abwahamis
Covenaut was ciill in feomee.

3. Ths dicgisctive featucas of the Sinzitie Covenant. sg over sgainat
other covesente, ware its detailsd presentation of chone elemsats of law
that were intemdad to be "e& 2chodlmester” ¢o bring ue to Chrisg (Gal. 3:24)
and its detailed presentatica of arvaugemsuts thet would represent epivitusl
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