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truthe and would poimg to Christ"s sscrifica. Such features would be no
longer needed after the onms vesl sacrifice was mada because pow we can look
back to theiy fulfillment ia the work of the Savicur. Cf. 1 Cor. 11:23-26;
H.bo 10:1"’&, 100

4. Ths rew feature of the promised New Covenant is €0 be its univarsalizy,
portrayed and emphasized im the Wiirst part of v.34. The phrase, "kanow the
Lord" does not simply msam knowing facte aboutg God. It must wefer to such
complete knowledge of God as xesults either im savimg faith or iu so con-
ecious aund defiuite 2 repudiation of God as to cause ecne to be smiively
without excuse.

V. To¢ whom doss the phrase '"New Covenaut” apply?

1. The great stresse on the nation of Isrxael in the sntire contexs might
sugpest that the "New Covenant” iz & promise that relstes only te the condi-
tion of esrcthly lsrasl at eome futurs time. Support for this view may be
derived from the fact that sel lerge & portiom of Jer., 30 and 31 relates
specifically ¢o Isvael and Judah. Return from exile is promised 4o 30:3, 1R
and in 31:8, 10, 16, 17, 21, and 24. The verses immediately following 31:31-34
ute very strong language in declaying that the descendants of Israel will
nover cease to be 2 nation bafoye Cod and will mever be rejected by Him.

2. A puwbey of commeutators declare that the Christisan Church today ie
tha complete fulfillment ¢f the New Covenant. In Heb. 12:24 Jesus is cselled
"the medisgor of the New Covenant."”

wWhile many of the provisioms of the New Covenant, particularly those
that also occur in compmection with che Abxshamic and Davidic Covemangs, find
expreasion in the uature aud activities of true bellievers today, the full
implemsntation of this covenmat can hawdly be said to apply to the present
sizuation. As noted shove, the dietinmctive feature of this covenact is its
universalicy. No oms will be sble to say of any neighboxr, that he does not
kaow the Lord. This word "meighbor” 1s used many times in the Bible to refexr
to thoss im one's neighborhocd, and could pot rveasonably be restrictsad to
ssved people living in &n umgodly weyxld.

There has never yet besem an entire city, to ssy mothing of a whole
countyy, of which it would be sald that every ishabitenmt trxuly kmowe the Lowvd.

To say that v. 34 12 a description of tha church as it now exists would
require us to veduce the words of v.34 to the following weaningless promise
"that mo one who knows the Lowxd would tsach someone who kmows the Lowd o
know the Lowd, becauss avexryoue vho kuows the Loxd alveedy kuows ¢the Lowrd."

3. It would sesm evident thes this Coveuanz will st lesst inciude all of
Inrsel and Judah, that i will diffar fxom the Singitic Covenasnt in looking
bazk on what Chrisg hes done inscead of looking forward te what He was going
to do, thae i¢ will be like the Abrghamic and Davidie Covemauts in being
spirigusl snd faward rather than legalistic or extermal, asd that when it
reaches its full applicaciom it will include all who sre them living om eaxth.

Vi. Use of the paszsge in the Book of Hebyaws.

Habrawve 8:8~12 quotes Jor. 31:31-34 in full and Heb. 10:16-17 quotes parts
of Jex. 31:33-34. Exsminastion of the context shows that thase quotations axe
for the purpose of stressing the fact that some of the positive teaching of
the lew Covensnt alrveady applied to balievers after the sacyifice of Chrisc
and thet te portions of tha Siamaitic Covenant that locked foxwewd to this
sacrifice could now be abandoned simes they prefigursd events that had already
occurzed. The vevse describing the distinctive featurs of Jovemish's New
Covenant~~its promised universality--is quoted dm Heb. 8:11 but obviously
svaits fulfilliment at & later time.
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