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The first ohapter of the Westminster Confession of Faith
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President, Faith Thopldgioal Sbﬁinary,-iilminston. Delaware,
A tqlk given before the Bible Presbyterian Elders' Association on
Ootober 24, 1949

_As we look at the table of contents of the Confession of Kaith,
we note that it ooﬁ?ﬁ?ﬁi 85'62%%%%%3. It 1s interesting to see which
chapter oomes first, ;

Doéu the =Xxxk Confession start with a discussion of human needs?
There is ﬁuoh in it about human need and ite satisfaotion, but that is
not where the Confession begins.

‘Doee the Oonfeasion begin with a statement about God and His
attributes? Does it lay & foundation for belief in a certain tjpe of GO&-?'

and then deduce everything else from that es a starting point? No,

1t does not stert with CGod,

_ The conroauion dooa not start with human need} 1t does not start
with the pruauppoaition of a oertain thaory %g'viaupoint about Godj it
starts iith the Holy Soriptures, This was no accident; it was instead,

a olegr expression of the viewpoint o‘;%sn who wrote the Confession of Faitﬁ
of our - church, They believed that théro is one way, and only one waﬁyin
which we ocan learn what is vital about God end what is vital adbout the
satisfeotion of human need, They belibfad that God hes given us & book
whioch ﬁrovides the knowledge thet He desires us to have about saored
things, about Himself, and about the satisfaction of our needs. If we are
going to find satisfactory answers to any of these questions, the place
to astart is with the Book which God has given us: this is the foundetion
viewpoint of the Westminster Confession.

There are men who think thet a person cen think and ponder and
mﬂJitate, and can find within himself the answers to all the problems of

the universe. That is not the view of the Westminster Confession of Faith.
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