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complete oerteinty does not come from reason alone, but "from the 1nwgrd
work of the Holy Spirit, bearing witness by and with the iWord in oﬁr
heerts.” | |

The fourth section deoclared thgt our acceptance of the Bible as
God's Word does not depend upon the esuthority of &ny man or church.
This fifth seotion deoclares that the testimony of the church may induce
us to &8 high and reverent esteem of the Holy Soriptures The church does
heve its plece, The Bible as we have it did not just drop from heavenwe
there hss been & church on the earth all through the egess, That church
has'passed on the Bible from generation to generation, God hes used Bhe
efforts of Christian people &s s maanqbr ocelling aettention to the truth
of His Word, The testirony of the chwrch through the ages Yas
a real importance in the evidence of the %, but 7@@ authgfitgze;k
not rest upon any men but upon its suthor, who is God Himself, |

This section declares the velidity and importence of various argue

ments snd evidences of the truth of the Bibles It says that by these
faocts "1t doth abundantly evidence itself to be the Word of God",.
Despite these statoments of the Contessionﬁ%ggggiggﬁg try to tell us
that ;9‘% we have no common ground for discussion with the unbeliever,
They sey in effect : "Don't try to bring various aggumsnts before the
unbeliever to show him that the 5ible is true. You heve no common
ground with him. «11 you ocan ﬁo is to tell him that he is over there and
we are over here and he must give up ell the bases of his viewpoint and
adopt thoae of ours.,”™ Such an attitude is utterly contrary to that of
the ¥estminster Confession of Faith,. T ioclaoﬁar ,{;Mfeaohes that there are
meny facts by which the Bible "doth sbundantly evidence itself to be
the Word of God". ' gf

We do not need to take a presupposition or adopt e particuler
basis of thought before we oan exemine the evidence thet the Bible

is God's Word, This section of the "estminster Confession lists various

types of evidence snd then says that the faots whiceh it has stated "are
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