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MecRae (oont,) 18,

THE GREAT INTERPRETER OF THE BIBLE |

Thh ninth chapter nemes the great interpreter of the Soripture,
This is not e pope, nor & professor., It is not Luther or Calvin or |
Wesley. It is not even the Westminster Confession of Faith, Norlta it
our ideg of what is coherent, or what may seem to us logiocally to belong
to a proper system. It is the Soripture itself.

The Westminster Confession is one of the great Calvinistioc creeds.
Naturelly 1t follows the view of Calvin himself, -"ﬁ% put the Bible high
above all oreeds. Truth is coherent with itself, end all truths together
form a eystem of truths But Calvin insisted that each element must be
geined direotly from the Seripture., The human mind is too prone to oéror
to permit it to dbuild its system apart from dependence on the Bible at
every point, |

Acoording to the Westminster Confession the sole infallidble rule
of interpretation of a passege of Soripture is other passages of Soripture,
Pleinly x it upholds the soientifié method of approach to the data of the
Words We must gat z ell the dm” a iven subject. If we leave out any
passage that deals mfffﬂ Ja,- 'w

We must interpret difficult passages in the light of plain ones, We must

ser of making a false 1ntorprotetion

go fromghe simple to the complex, We must use exaotly the seme method of
gaining truth in religion as we would in any other field of soience, The
Soripture itself is the only infallidble rule of lntérpretation of Seripture.
It is worthy of note, also, that all Soripture is included in this
suthority. Our knowledge must not coge from human speculation or logie,
but from God's Word. We must be constantly be alert to gein new insights
into every part of the Bible. All of it is important. No one book or
aooficn is singled out, Sometimes I hear a book of the Bible cast aside
with the statement: ®"Oh, that is a symbolio book. We must base our doctrine

upon the didaotic portions of the New Testament™., Suoh an attitude is 1n ‘ b
I

direoct opposition to the views of the Westminster Confession of Falthj
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