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000459 So-
VmAL‘ INSPIRATION

Dr. Allan A. MacRae

Sometimes Christians fear the term "Verbal Inspiration," through misunderstanding
of what it means. They think it commits them to a theory of mechanical dioctation.

This attitude is unfortunate for two reasons. First, there is nothing so terrible
in the -1&6& of dictation. Second, that is not what is meant by verbal inspiration
at alle _

It.-'ié"'.actually rether childish to throw scorn upon‘ﬁm 1dea=of dictations If a
man can dio‘ta'be to a stenographer, why oould not God dictate if He chose? There is
nothing 80 fa.r-fetohed 4in the :ldea. of mechanical dictation. Yet it is extremely im-
por'l:an‘b--’ao.recongize that this ia not what the Scoripture claims nor what the term
“verbal impimtion meens . |

. Although parts of the Bi‘bloipresent the very words which God apoka, as He re=~
Vje‘n_l__ed an idea to an individual, much of it consists of words uhich He drew out of the
mind of -th"u'. lnmn writer. Nowhere is it suggested that the.writai;-a were emanuenses.
They wrote what they had observed nnd nhat they thoughts The Holy Sp‘ir’it led them
along, m order that their writings ahould present the thoughts He w!.shad presented,
and He prevan:bed them from inoluding 1:1 the Bible ‘Ihoughta or implia&tions which are
erronaous,, _T_he process of producing '&m Borip'lm‘e was rather oomplex. involving many
elomants, lm‘i: the result is e book uhoae words. express the very ni.nd of God«

- ~ The Bibli.oal idea of innpiration has no relation to the thrill whi.oh a man re=-
ceives 'ahen a_ new idea ocours to him, Ic_hr!.a*biana do not belie'ﬂre tha'l;the Bible is
made up of tiibughta which brilliant htm'_an.beingq_-“hhve worked outs They consider it
a book containing truths that God has ravealed. It is tmforhux;a.te that our common
word "inspiration" suggests a who'.le aariea of ideas which are vory different from the
Biblicel idea of é_gapimtion.

| Vihen P°°131° say they do not 5911070 in 4nspiration of words but in inspiration of

ideas, they are confusing inspiratior_z with revelation. God revealed ideas to men.
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