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give God's ansver to the diacouragement, so &as to shov that God 1is ntil} iiﬁb'
Hie people, and that in the end He will surely bring to pass the wonderful bless-
ing that He has already described. We notice that 419, k:ll, and 531, all begin
with the word "now". Micch uses thie word to introduce each of three separate

pletures. Let us look at the first of them.
1. The First Picture 4319-10

Micah 4:9 describes & people in grest sorrow. FKe says, "Now why doet thou cry out
albnﬂ? is there no king in thee? 1is thy ocounsellor perished? for pangs have

teken thee as & woman in travail.”

For one hundred fifty years after Hicah wrote there was always a king among the
people, Then the king of Babylon came, beasiged the land for three years, cap-
tured Jerusalem, bdlinded the King Zodekiah, and ecarried the people off into cap-
tivity. Verse 9 vividly describes the anguish and misery of the people in this
situation, by asking the gquestion, "Is there no king in thee? ig thy counsellor
perished 1"

In the next verse God proceeds to give the answer. He tells the people that tha;
have misery to go through, but that there is deliversnce shead. After etating
that they will be led out into coptivity and taken across the desert, he .aiyn.
*Thou shalt go even to ngyldn'. This statement must have come as & very strange
thought tb veople in uicnh'; day. When he wrote, Assyria vaas the great foreign
aggressor, Babylon was undbr'ﬁhe abntfol ot_thé_&aeyrinna. Fo one Qeu1d erer
have thought of Babylon as & source of future menace. The Agsyrians had already
taken the northern kingdom of fﬁ:aal into exile. Hicah tells the peopls of Ju-
dah thnt fhoy are not going to goaipto enptivity to the Assyrians, as might have
been thought probable, but that they are %o go to & different place sltogether,
However, he vromises that the Bab;-rlonlinn cnptt‘_rity 18 nbt_ the end. He saye,
“There shalt thou bé d@literad: Thnfs the Lord nhnil ruaeamlthge frqm.ﬁﬁs‘hapd

of thine enemies.”
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