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give God's answer to the discouragement so as to show that God is still with

His people, and that in the end lie will surely bring to pass the wonderful bless-

ing that lie has already described. W notice that 4:9, 4:11, and :1, all begin

with the word "now". litcab uses this word to introduce each of three separate

picture.. Let us look at the first of them.

1. The First Picture 4:9-10

)4icah 4:9 describes a people in great sorrow. Re aNor, why dost thou cry out

aloud? is there no king in thee? Is thy counsellor perished? for pangs havo

taken thee as a woman in travail."

For one hundred fifty years after )1tcah wrote there was always a king among the

people. Then the king of Babylon came, besoiged the land for three years, cap..

tured Jerusalem, blinded the ring ?edekieS, and carried, the people off into cap

tivity. Verse 9 vividly describes the anguish end misery of the people in this

situation, by asking the question, "Is there no king in thee? is thy counsellor

perished?"

In the next verse God proceeds to give the answer. Re tells the people that they

have misery to go through, but that there to deliverance ahead. After. stating

that they will be led out into captivity and taken across the desert, be says,

"Thou shalt go even to Babylon. This statement must have come as a very strange

thought to people in Micab's day. When he wrote, Assyria was the great foreign

aggressor. Babylon was un4er the control of the Assyrians. 7o one would ever

have thought of Babylon as a source of future menace. The Assyrians had already

taken the northern kingdom of Israel into exile. Mtcah tells the people of Ju.

dab that they are not going to go into captivity to the Msyr&as, as might bar,

been thought probable, but that they are to go to a different place altogether.

ifovever," be promises that the Babylonian captivity is not the end. øe says,

"There shalt thou be delivered: There the Lard shall redeem thee from the hand

of thin. enemies."
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