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beat them off, and eventunlly %o gain its iudopandencng

Since we do not know nﬁeh.aho_u'c.the details of the avan_t:s \.ntill shead &t the end
of this age, we cannot entirely be sure about this second picture. This we can
say with certainty o that 1t describes & time vhen Infaal apylfars to be in great
danger, bﬁt vhen God mrvélmlr intervenes and glves them vietory. m!.n. 8s in
the :ult plcture, we lmk' forward to & time of difﬂ.culty and trcnb].c. and re-
ceive the divine l.umr. that God is going %o give vietory. aad anlinm When

. this comes to pass it gives people even more certainty that eventually the Iwndcrm

pleture of'uzegh m_m& vill become 2 reality.
3. The Third Ploture — Stl-Ss

The third ploture begins with another depiction of sorrow and discouragement.
A siege is descrided. Ths people are gathering themsslves to resist i, but
without success. The enemy is victoriocus: “They shall smite the juidge of Israel with a

rod
/upon the cheel.*

Ve need nob be in any doubt ss to vhen this was fulfilled. It vas not much move
thnnchntw after Micah's day when the armies of .‘Babylon !tm'oundad tho oity of
aeml.u. besieged the city for three ysars, and finally captured the okty.
Zedekiah wvas captured and oruslly trested, The yutting out of his eyes Yefore he
was ocarried off to Babylon to march in the trivephal procession is vividly desorided
in the words, "They shall smite the judge of Yerael vith & rod upen the cheek.®

1% is inferenting that here Zedekiah is not called the king, but "the judge of
Itml.' Probably this is & suggestion of the fact that when the Badylonians
took Jeholachin (also called Coniah) off into uptiﬂ.t;r. many of the people of

Judeh felt that he was their brue king lnﬁ that his WIQM
him - o only & regent. aohoiw,ch!n'l property was kept intact, and many people
s¥lll dated events by the reign of Jehoiachin, since they believed $bat he would
be brought back to reign again. However, Jeremiah daclafed that it was not Sod's
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