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plan to bring Jehoimchin dack, but that the Babylonian oppressor would be even
more successful in the future than in the past (Jer. 22:124-30). Zedekish s here
not oalled "the king" but "the jJudge of Isrmel.' Vhen the time came timt these
events ocourred, the poople wowld Mave seen this one mere amall indication thad
1t was & trus picture of whs$ would Mdppen, even though written so long defore.

¥hon Zedekiah wes taken captive, the Davidic kingship seemed to come %o an end.
There was no successor upon the threns. The land wvas subject to the Babylonians,
ILater they were succeeded by the Persians and then by the Greeks. Even after the
1and seoured ita independence under the Naconbees, the Hasmonean priest-kings who
ruled were not considered by the people as real successors of the ancient kings
of Judsh. Eventually the Romans geized the land and 1t locked a&s if the promise
to Dayid that he would always have & gon %o sit upon his throme had come com-
pletely %o an end. MNicah, however, deslares that this is mﬁ %o be the fact.
Afser telling of the downfsll of Zedekiah, he goes on to state ﬂ?t God will
fulfill His promises to David, and that & new king will arise out of Bethlehem.
This is so important that we shall give it A special hoadigg.

L, The Coming King — 532-5a

It 18 interesting how this section starts. It refers bock to Bethlehem, the
place from which David came. David had begun in obacurity: His descondsnt who
will become king, will also come oub of & background of o‘banﬁrity. He will not
come from Jerusalem the capital, but from little Bethlehem, which will sgain, as
befors, bs & small eity, hardly large emcugh to be ranked among the thousands of
Judah.

As the description of the coming king continues, & statement is made which seems
quite atrange in viev of what has been said of the apparently insignificant
background from which he comes. He is not only one who comes from little
Bethlehem, but he is one "whose goings forth have been from of old, from
everlasting.” |
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