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ﬁ-}mopln bave pondered over these words end tried to figure whai they could mean.
A fow years 8go the modernist Bidle, tha Revised Btandard Version, was published
and the translation m changed 4n such & way as to make the phesige seen ﬂp;er
to understand. Instead of saying "goings forth,” the word 'oz;m;g;;‘;{j_ps substituted,
.mnntng. that the coming king ie to have a padigree that will go far back inbo
early hietory. Unfortunately this is not & very good trenslation of the Habhrew
vord..ﬂhi.ch 1iterally means 'goinas forth,! In no other cnse in the Bidle is it
transiated ’oﬂk&n " Moreover, it is plml --=- not "going forth," Dbut |
"goinga forth.* It nm ‘%0 indicate that one has gone forth on many ocuuenl.
nat Jult mc The most natural W to interpret the phrnse is in & sense that
h 80 romua that 41t cannot de moptad at all, unless one believes that this
coming.kln; is ah;r_:luuly unique. It is to conslder that He, even bofws Ho was
Yorn, m .buy going forth and doing things.

Matthew teu- us that vhen wise men came from the Bast in order to bring homage

to the coming king, vhose aign they had gseen in the stars, Barod consul ted
ntnﬂnnts of the 014 Testament vho asgured htu, on the basis of this very verse,
that Bethlehem was the plave where She coming king would be born (Mats. 2th-6).

'.Elﬁ king who was born in Bethlehsn is descridbed by Nattheow as one who was actually
the Lord of Glory, the second person of the Trinity. Jesus Christ was sctive long
bafore His birth. His "golnge forbdth® had been "from of old, from averlasting®: BHe
vent forth to create the worlds -- Oolossians 1316 tells us that by Him all the
worlds were mads. He went forth to speek to Abrahan. He .nu the Angel of the Lord
vho d1d so mAny wonderful things in Old Testament times. The pre-existence of the
Lord Jesus Christ 1s & standard doctrine of Christian theology. This dootrine

may not be olmlr stated here in hlmh. bat it 1 very definitely implied.

Hig "goings tor‘lh have ‘bwn from of old, fm everlasting.”

Vorse 3 ties together Vorses 1 and 2. ‘“Therefore will hs give them up." Becauss
the Messish, the coming king, is $o come from cbscurity, from l1ittle Bethlehem, Ood
gives up His people for a time. He allows them to go intoc Babylonian capbivity, He
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