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designated as tares, are to be brought to faith in Christ and saved.

God could simply instantly bring this age to an end if He chose. He could take
out His own and cast the evil-doers into eternal suffering, putting an end to this
presemt age. He could have done that t.wo—thoumd years ago, or s:lx thounnd years
ago, but He chose not to do 80. _

There is amother importaat reason vhy God chooses to leave the field as it is,
for a time., It is His purpose to grow good wheat. He desires to produce those who will
enjoy Him through all eterﬁity, those who are to live with Him, through all eternity.
That is His purpose. ; .

The p_urﬁosa of the .chrintian ministry is not‘p_':_:e_]‘.y the salvat_:;lqn of souls, in
the common sense of getting people simply to declare their acceptance of Christ. It
goes beyond that, The purpose of the Christian ll:l.n:l.ltry is to help in the pro-
duction of the good wheat that God wants for His own through all eternity.

One cannot have good wheat unless it begins, so the leading:%ef souls to Christ
is a very very vital ;iai'f_of -the qlork.of the n:!.n:l.sl_:ry_,__ Yet it is not by any means
the whole. of it. It is very very important that those who come to know Christ are
not -simply left after havi!ts heard a little truth; left for the sun to come up and

scorch it avay, because there 1s no root, or left for the birds to pluck it away, or

| left to be choked out by thorns. It is very important that the good seed that is

sown should hava_‘ a ch_ance to grow and develop. It meeds to be watered and cared for.
It is God's will that the ministry Bhould try to help the good wheat.

It 1s not God's will that ve should tear the tares out of the world, but
that we shéuld try oui he.tt:.t.o bring the Word of God to them. We do mot know who are

yet be saved. s

We are co—mda.i to sprud the truth just as w.tdaly as possible. We are to sow
beside all utara, but Ve are not to be ut.isfiod simply with sowing. We must mourish
the tamier piun'ui help.then to grow in the hwyladge of His Word.

In the parable our Lord states very apecifically that the field :l; the wrld.
merearemywhointerpretituifnehaduid The f:leld :I.nthechurch but
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