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Well, the firet Psalm says %h¢ drings forth its fruit &n i%s geason and its leaves
shall not wither. He has got fruit and he haa got leaves. He doesn't just have beautiful
leaves, looks pretty, but nothiug grows, nothing for food,nothing useful. He's got leaves
and he's got fruit.'ha'a got them both. Ezekiel caid that thars grew trees for food, whose
leaf shall not fade, neither shall the fruit be consumed. He said the fruit will be for
food and the leaf for medicine. And John said that they bare twelve manner of fruits and
yielded fruit every month, and the leaves of the tree are for the hesling of the nations,

& much more beautiful statement than Ezeitiel thaﬁ the leaves are for medicine. But certain-
1y they are sinmilar.

Well, the tree bears fruit, and if we are really beside the river of the Godhead, we
are going to bear frult. I% is true, what he wents is faithfulness, rather than success,
yes. God may put you in a difficult spot where you will testify for years and be like
Lot in Sodom have nothing to share for your testimony, but that is rare. I would say it is
axtremely rare and when you don't beaf any fruit, you'd better test yourself pretty care-

- fully to be sure you're really in the will of God, becaunme the normal wijuation ig for the
tree to bear fruit, and the tree that is beside the river is normally going %o bear Ifrult.
It 48 the rare axception when it doss not. GOod judges us by faithfulness rathar than by
effectiveness or succeas, yes, vul If we are faithful it will ba rare indeed that we will
not be effective. The effectivenass may not show immediately, it may take a %ime, but 1%
will coma. %Yo read in John 15 that avery branch that bsears not fruit he takes away. Oh,
lan't thile wonderful, look, I'm bearing frult, my, we just rejoice, he wehit take me away,
vhat about every branch that bears fruit he purges. I'm bearing fruit, isn't this wonder-
ful, he's going to praise me. Well, ths praicc will coms in eternkty if we (1331)

but now he's interested that we bear more fruit. Hers's one thet gets aleng very nicely,
everything goes pleasantly, nothing to worry about. Well, he's not yet taken away, dut
he's bearing nothing, nobody's (13%)

But hera's one thgt'a being tested through triels and difficulties, he is teimg
purged that he mey bear more frult. God gives the fruit and Gcd expscts us to bear fruit.
If yo nbide in me end my words ebide in you, he that abideth in me and I in me, the same

bringeth much fruit, for without me ye can do nothing. We went to study methods, we want
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