http://www.macraelib.ibri.org/Lectures.htm

#3

They think that after their wonderful prayer God must answer them
immediately. Bat God has a word of rebuke for them first. They have said,
e are yours frﬁm‘of 01d"(63:19) . God says, "I revealed myself to those who
did not ask for me, I was found by those who did not seek me. To a nation
that did not call on my name, I said, 'Here am I, here am I.' All day long
I have held out my hands to an obstinate people who walk in ways not good,
pursuing their own imaginations--a people who continually provoke me to my
very face. . . ."(65:1-3). God does not reject their prayer altogether, but
he does reject certain aspects of it. His ansﬁer relates— itself to the
words of their petition. It was such an unworthy petition that He must
first rebuke them. |

There is something missing in their prayer. Most of it is good, but
it is unbalanced. It needs more confession of sin, more repentance of sin
and the &es;re to turn from it and asking that by His grace they will not
fall into i; again. It needs more bf that note. There is sbme but not as
much as there should be. Their basic approach is, "We are yours from of old;
but you bave;not'ruled over them, they have not beén called by your name"
(63:19). Instead of think of themselves as God's pets for whom God will
do eﬁerything because He loves them, they are to think of themselves as
God's instruments, God's pattern and means of bringing the bospel to the
world. They are the means of preparing the way for the coming of His Son.
They have a special blessing and place as His people, but they are not to
compare themselves with others and say, '"We are better than these others;
we deserve_the blessing because we are His and they are not." This is the
wrong attitude and the_wrong approach and this makes their prayer umn-
balanced because they omit the primary thing almost entirely. It looks
as if they are blaming God for their sin and saying, "God you put us in
this_sityation; now it is up to you to get us out of it."

God does not deny them their request but first He gives them a rebuke.
There are many fine things in their prayer, but theirxyax basic approach
is wrong and this deserves God's rebuke. There is no break between chapter |
64 and chapter 65, except for the fact that the pfayer of the nation Israel

concludes at the end of chapter 64. God's answer beéins in 65:1. The people
are saying, "We are yours . . . they have not been called by your name" so

do something for us. God replies,taking up the very words they used, %



	LinkTextBoxLeft: http://www.macraelib.ibri.org/Lectures.htm


