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scattered over & period of more than two hundred years. A few hints of the opposi-
tion that he faced ari given, dut thege a:?o rather vaguely astated. Almost every
novemens that ha;q continued for any lemgth of time Ins had a leader and founder,
and Qumran wvas no oxpéptim. Christianity also has a leader, vhose memory it re-
veres, and whose teachings it soeks to follow. Is there miough similarity to sey
that one was derived from the oﬁr? Those already ﬁoted could de found in Almoat
every movement that ever existed.

Those who claim that the Quaran material destroys the dastis of Chrispianity,
1nnllnt that the outatanding id;ni of Christianity, 1n.ntead o'f repregenting actual
facts, are simply taken over from the umsl of the Qumran sect. But one looks hﬁ
vain in the Qumran materinl for the basic features of cﬁiatimlty. Only an over-
sctive imagination can find them thare. |

D\t,pont;Sonmr declares 'cha_.lt ¥the Oalllean teacher, as he is presented to us
in the New Testament witings._'appeafs in many respects as an astonishing re-incarna-
tion of the Teacher of Right&c'mness“ . This is a tremendous statement, but what
are the facts?

Christians believe that Jesus was God Himaelf, incarnate in human form. He
was miraculously born. He was tempted of Satan, He went aboud through Judea and
Calilee preaching. Ke was no aacatio, but took part in the happy occasions of life.
He Himself said, "The Son of Man came eating and drinking" (Matt.11:119). The New
Testament declares that He verformed great miracles of healing, even raising people
from the dead. He claimed to be the Messiah, and doclared that He would return on
the clouds of heaven (Mark 14:62). He sald tlﬁt He would give His 1ife ms & ransom
for many (Mark 10:45). He was seiged, acoused of dlasphemy for declaring Himself
to be God, crucified, and buried. On the third day He was raised from the dead.
His diascivles went all through the world declaring these facts, and asserting that
8l1l who would accept llie atoning death as the propitiation for their sins could be

saved, and that He would come to dwell in their hearts.
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