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in —w—tihis institution had written a book called The
for st rthodox Theology (by Edward John Carnell,
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in the T t has an institution changed its direction as
rapidly sm=ss would seem to be evidenced by this. Tt shows
b & is the need of constant vigilance, lest the work
of God e undermined. Truly the Christian Beacon
rendered®ll  a necded service in calling attention earlier
{han moss=ss® other periodicals to the wicked nature of this
ungodly Epook. :

ECCLESIASTICAL TYRANNY
A sececmosnd trend against which a watchman is greatly

needed M=ms the growth of ecclesiastical tyranny. Rank and
file menmesmEbers of the churches have little conception how
far this. —terend has gone. It is a subtle grasping force that
threatemr=ass o wipe out Christian faith,
ecommtily 1 heard of a minister who, announcing his
qeliramy from a denomination that has come under
apostatee== ~control, declared that he was not separating be-
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Modernism, which he said, had been sirame i

two are generally closely related. Modernism is -
erally the great force behind the development of ecclesi-
astical tyranny. The Christian Beacon has rendered great
service in pointing out developments and in calling at-
tention to this great danger.

Sometimes the Beacon is criticized for pointing to
similar developments in sound groups. Certainly a dif-
ferent attitude should be taken toward any group that
stands for the Word of God than toward one that is
modernistic. Yet the watchman needs to warn people of
similar developments and of the dangers that come with
them. Though the development is largely a result of
Modernism, it is easy for sound groups to veer in a
similar direction, and to introduce such ecclesiastical con-
trol of the activities of the individual as is without war-
rant in the Word of God and without precedent in the
early history of Protestant groups. The watchman must
do this duty whether people like it or not. He is serving
God rather than men.

ROMAN CATHOLICISM

Another danger to which the watchman must be alert
is that which comes from Roman Catholicism. This has
much in common with the two trends already mentioned.
The Roman Catholic movement is one in which the teach-
ing of the Bible has to a large extent become hidden under
a mass of superimposed tradition. Thus it has much in
common with Modernism, even while officially assert-
ing centain basic Scriptural facts that Modernists deny.
Moreover, it is a group in which the hierarchy claims
great authority over the details of individual life, and
exercises an ecclesiastical tyranny that can easily become
a menace to human freedom. The Beacon rendered yeo-
man service in alerting the country to the danger from
President Truman'’s proposal to send an ambassador to the
Vatican. It is un-American to give to one religious group
special favors which, in the nature of things, cannot be
given impartially to other religious groups. It is the
duty of the watchman to call attention to all such devia-
tions from true Americanism.

As Americans we strongly maintain the right of
Roman Catholics to exercise the privileges of citizens,
They are entitled to vote, to hold office, to take their
part ifi "free America. They are entitled to have their
own independent schools, in which their particular view-
points are taught. Yet we oppose the election of a Roman

‘Catholic President. We do this because, in the nature

of the Roman Catholic organization, he holds a dual
allegiance, Spokesmen for the Roman Catholic hier-
archy have themselves declared that allegiance to the
Pope as ruler of Christendom must be greater than alle-
giance to any particular country. Americans cannot brook
in their top official any double allegiance. Within the last
month Dr. Edwin T. Dahlberg, president of the National
Council of Churches, declared that Christians should not
oppose the election of a Roman Catholic President. Mod-
ernism and compromise with Romanism go hand in hand,
We need to be wide awake and vigilant. We need to watc

developing conditions and to call neonle’s sim—sti

COMMUNISM

Fourth, but by no means least important, is the danger
from Communism. Sometimes people criticize the Beacon
and other Christian watchmen for speaking out against
Communism. They say our service should be spiritual
and we should not enter the political field. This rests upon
misunderstanding. Communism is a religion. It seeks
to destroy the lat‘istia.n religion and to force acceptance
of atheistic materialism. It is our duty as American
citizens to guard our freedom against that which would
destroy it. Modernism subtly undermines and .
our faith. Communism attacks it head on. In Russia.the
citizen has the right of performing religious rites, but no

 right”of spreading religious propaganda. It is considered
counter-revolutionary even to tell one’s own child that
there is a God.

Coexistence with a power that is determined to destroy
us is in the very nature of things impossible. We must
not only be ready to defend ourselves against an attack
from without, but we must also be watching against
subtle attack from within. How strange it is to see some
who declare that we should greatly increase the astrono-
mical figures that we are already spending for preparation
for defense against Communistic attack from without,
who are, at the same time, opposing the little that is being

done to protect us from the Trojan Horses that are

already within. Many a nation of Europe or of Asia, in
which less than ten per cent of the les were Com-
munists, has been seized by the communists and placed
beneath the iron heel, It could also happen in America.
Christians need to be alerted to this present danger. We
need watchmen on the walls. Thank God for the Chris-
tian Beacon, and for the 20th Century Reformation Hour
broadcast.

THE MORNING COMETH

Watchman, tell us of the night, “Watchman, what of
the m'fht ?” “The morning cometh, and also the night”
(Isa. 21:11, 12). e

The forces of night are all around us. We must guard
against them. We cannot, by our efforts, bring in the
morning. But, thank God, the morning is coming. God’s
wonderful new day is sure to come. The Lord has
promised that, just when we least expect it, our Christ
will return “from heaven with a shout, with the voice of
the archangel and with the trump of God” (1 Thess.
5:16). Then the dead in Christ will be raised, and we
who are alive will be caught up with them to meet Him
in the air, ' -

While He tarries, let us support our watchmen. Let
us spread the glad tidings that Jesus gave His life to save
all who will believe on His name. Let us herald the
offer of salvation as widely as possible. Let us prevent
the intrusion of evil as far as we can. Let us alert Chris-
tian people everywhere to the dangers that they face. Let
us call upon them to come out from the apostasy and
to establish true churches, sound in the faith, and loyal
to the Word of God. Above all. let 11s keen aur =
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