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SUMMER SEMINAR COURSE
FATITH THEOLOGICAL SEMINARY
ELKINS PARK, PENNSYLVANIA

June 4-8, 1962
HISTORY AND FOUNDATLION

OF THE NATIONAL COUNCIL OF CHURCHES AND THE
WORLD COUNCIL OF CHURCHES

Meaning of the word 'Ecumenical'

dccording to Webster‘s New Collegiste Dictionary, ecumenical mesns "The imbabited
world, world-wide in extent, influemnce, etc.” This word is derived from the Greelk
nou ‘oikoumene’ which according to Thayer's Lexicom means: 1, the inhabited earth;
{(2) the portion of the earth inhabited by the Greeks in distinction of tha lands of
the Barbzrians, (b) the Roman Empire {c) the whole inkabited earth, the world; 2. The
universe, the world., According to the Lexicon by Arndt and Ginrich (1957) University
of Chicago, the definition is 2s follows: 1. The inhabited earth, the world, as the
whole imhabited earth, the churches throughout the world; (b) world iz the sense of its
inhabitants, humeén kind, 2. The Roman Empire, 3. 2iml extraordimary n2acing for 'oikou-
mene' seems to mean the whole world (so far as living beings imhabit it, therefore the
realm of spirits as well) Hebrews 2:5 "For unto the amgels hath he not put im subjec-
tion the world (oikoumene) to come, whereof we speak™.

The ecumenical movement a2s it is expressed in the National and World Council of
Churches iantends to extend its influence over the whole inhcbited world, and I have the-
feeling th:ot they intend to include the moon as well. Dr. Edwin T. Dahlberg, former
President «f the Natiomal Coumcil of Churches, on Sunday, December 4, 1560, at the N.C.C.
mu?txng in San Francisco made this statement "We have here a2 Biblical mandste - given

lus already by Christ and the prophets of Israel - to extend the sway of Christ's
spirit over govermments, races, peoples, freedoms, military and economic power structures
and whatever exists even beyond the frontiers of space. All that engages the emergies
and loyalties of mankind is of comcern to Christ and the Church”. The involvements of
the ecumenical leaders indicate, as we shall see, their desire to exercise influence on
2 world-wide basis.

I History and Orgamization of the Natiomal Council of Churches

A&, History of the National Coumcil of Churches

_ The idea of a council of churches began before the turm of the century. In

294 2 conference of religious leaders held at Union Theological Seminary in MNew York
Eullea for a commission to comsider the practicability of organizing a Fedesrate Council
Bf Churches for the city of New York. By 1900 plans had advanced and the first Federate
@ouncxl of New York City was held and called for a resolution to form a Natiomal Federa-
gion of Churches. A Committee of 25 was appointed to spread the idea nation-wide. In
¥90L The National Federation of Churches was actually organized in Philadelphis. Harry
E?K%Hm came from Chicago znd was one of the key architects in setting up the Nationzal
thatlon of Churches which was destined to be the father of the Federal Council of

srches and the Natiomal Council of Chuiches.
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Who is Harry F. Ward? 1In March of this year I spoke at the Americam Freedoms
cademy Rally at La Crescenta, Califormia. I shared the platform with Mr. Karl Prussian.
arl Prussian was an active communist agent for more than twenty years before leaving
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