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OUR WPRITAGE OF TRESAYTERIANTSM = 2

that
tion churche #11 the icdess, 211 the emphases wkimk have been characteristic of Prashy
torianism through the ages erse ideas or emphases which have been common to the great
mass of vrofessing Christians all through the ages. And thorefore when we think of
tris fact that Preshyterianism is simply mainfline Christianity wo are surely justified
in including wit 4n our heritage of Presbyterienism those great herces of the faith,
in the early days of the Christian ochurch, who stood against apostasy and resisted with
their lives deviation from the teachingof the Seripture.

I +All nover forget :a?& I was a young man and found myself more and more surround.
od by unChristicn teaching, and nmore and more it ssemed us AL people wore turning oy
from the truth of the Dible a#ll around us - I will never forget what & thrill I had
when I read the story of the first grest Gouncil of Micaea, of how “Athenatius there
stood and presented the truth of the Seriptures that Jesus Christ is truly Cod ond
when he made these statements and the /rians simply seid, "Yes, we w11l sign that
ereed; certainly we will sign 4t," irmmediatoly fthenatius and those who stood with

statements
him knew that the JJ0Jo"lileh they had made were notGuddiciead susficient; and

the statement

they s2id wo must insert into the creed/that He s of the very same substonce as
God tho Fathor, and the ‘rians stonped ot that - they could not any that, /nd the
difference was & difference in tho Oreek of onﬁlm, the differonce between seees
¥k the same substanee 2nd eeseees, 8imilar substance, a difference of one latter.
‘nd Carlyle said, "How #illy that the Christian church should be aplit in two, over
a difference of ons letter.” Out l:ter on, 2s he studied the matter -oro thoroughly
he revised his statoment. He s2id 4f they had rot stood on thst one letter, that
which is characteristic and centrsl to Christianity would have been lost and Chrige
tianity would have disappeared as a force in tho world, As ‘thenatius stood for
the truth of Cod, five tines he was sent into exile. He wis scoused of all sorts
of erimes. /11 sorts of imaginary things were lald at his door, Time ofter time
he barely escsped with kis lifa.j anid, "“thenatius sgrinst the world.," He did
not live to see his views triumph, btut his writings had & great pirt in their trie

umphe #nd it was about ten years after his death.—Sut Arisnism completely dige

sonaared as 2 force of any lmportence in the Roman Pmpire. /thenatius is surely



	LinkTextBoxLeft: http://www.macraelib.ibri.org/Lectures.htm


