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OUR HERITAGE OF PRESBYTERIANISH, by Dr. Allan A, MacRae “-3-
part of our great heritage of Presbyterianism.

find then we skip dowm another century and we come to St. Jeromes #And if vou go to
Ste. Peter's church you will find there in St. Poters in Rome a beautiful mosaic which
plctures the old, old men, Jerome. As vou look at him you hardly see how he can live
more than an hour or two more and indeed the title of the picture is "Jerome Eeceiving
His Last Communion," and vou see the old man with the look on his face of devotion to
ﬁ lord as he receives the communion. #And then vou look into the works of Jerome,
that perhaps greatest scholar in the first thousand years of Christian history, and
you find that Jerome stated that the word f’l‘.‘t’g‘.‘:z.zﬁ‘:"."-’or preshyter, as we would say
in Bnglish, and the word “R44STR ¥, or bishop, as we would say in Fnglish, that
the two are identical %m in meaning and use in the New Testament.

The Foman Catholic Chureh glorifies Jeorome ag one of their great founders, one
of their great saints, 7(1’0 we follow the teaching which Jerome declares to be cone
teined in the Seripture.

And then we ses Jerome's greater contemporary - greater as a man, greater as a

Christian leader, not as great as a scholar - mtkm Augusting and we think of
St. Aughstin and his clear presentaticn of Christian truth and his stend against
pala;ianism when 1t first began to appear and the Pope of Rome said, "This man ?al;gaes
is a noble man, a man of high ethies, a man of fine character, and certainly nobody
should say anything." BHe said, "It pains me that anybody would criticize such a man."
fnd fugustin pointed cut that Palagaes' teaching that human nature is inherently good
end needs only to be helpsd wit t]:ze grace of Cod was definitely anti-Christiasn.
That according to Christiany man isVlost in sin and can be saved only as he finds
salvation through Jesus Christ, And fugustin made his stand almost alone because
nobody else sald anything against Palagianism nntilﬁm spoke out, and then
Jerome followed him and joined with him, and eventually it come about that no one
would any longer wish to c2ll himself a Pelagisn, so thoroughly ked people recog-
nize}( that Aurustin bhad proved his rpoint %the depravity of man and the absolute

need of the grace of the Lord Jesus Christ,
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