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OUR ¥RITAGE OF PRESPYTERIANISM, by Dr. Allen A. Hochize el

How wve rove on further ond we come to Martin Luther. We do not think of MHartin

luther as a leader of Pr » because there is a whole church, & whole dew
AT
nomination named after Luther. A find Iuther taking his stand sgainst worldly

misrepresontation of the VWord of God, taldng bhis stand upon theo olear teaching of
the tord of Cod, taking his stond upon the teachings of the Word of Jod m
the sovereignty of Jod, in such a way that Luther's teachinps are actusally much
nearey to those dootrines which have historieally been ceolled Presbyterien than
they are to the officiel mix€f stand that the Intheran Church hag taken since his
ertal.
~ Luther of course had no idea of starting a denomination., Luther simply wanted
everybody to turn to the vord of Cod and stand upon it. When Iuther wes on his
Ydeatbbad pecple gaid to him « shortly bofore he died, "Martin Luther, we are going
to get out a great edition of your work. Ve are poing to get out a fine presontaoe
tion of 211 that you have written in your 1life. Luthor sald, "Don't do it. Throw
my works away. Sublish the Bible." He said, "The Bible i= what matters and is
what people nesd." Then Luther psused and he thought a minute - "Well, " he said,
"I would rather hate to see 8ll nmy works thrown aswey.” FHe said, "I wish vou would
keep my work on the bondapge of the will." 7#nd do vou know, among the Lutherans
today key-lay great stress upon Luther's urit!.ngs} /’iﬁaam iz one of his writings
they rarely mention and that is his writing on the bondage of the will, in which
he out~Calvint's Calvin on the soverelignty of God. Surely we have a right to claim
Martin Luther as part of our Proshyterisn heritage.

/nd then we turn on to Calvin, the younger contemporary to Luther, and weo see
in Calwin not only tho great gtand for the YWord of Sod, not only tho great stand
for the sovereipnty of Jod, not only the zreat worker who worked so hard, who
turned out such tremendous energy, who did so much to advance the knowledgo ami
understanding of the Bible, bult we see a man whose wholo soul was devoted to the

who nieked-vialed
contral teaching of the Seripture and faxukésk no schism in the hody of Christ

over points of secondary nature.
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