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CUR IFRITAGE OF PRESBYTERIZNISHM, by Pr. Allan A. MacRae R

Luther, clas, took a2 stand on a certain view of the lord's Supper, a ﬁwﬁtdch : §
have never mot anyone other than s Lutherazn who could understsnd what Luther met by
it - but lLuthor tock a strong stand on this attitude regardins the Lord's Supper and
opposed grimly, in Switzerland, the precursor of Calvin, he opposed him with en al-
most unchristisn attitude. /nd Luther's closest friend, Melancthof, met Calvin at

a meoting and beesme & close friend of Calvin's, and ke Calvin and Melanothon
corresronded during the remainder of their lives. /nd cne time Calvin wrote a lotter
to Melanethon and he said, "It is unfortunate that Luther is taking the attitude to-
ward us Reformed people that he is." He said, "It is very unfortunate," and he swid,
"I think perbaps mowxk® 2Pwingll and some of our people have expressed themselves
in & rathsr unfortunato way."” Now he said, "Here is an expression I have worked out
that maybe would satisfy Luther. Will you show 4t to him and soe if wo cannot got
topgether.” ind Helanothon wrote back and he said,"Luthor wos in such a terrible
tomper today ond was so spesking out apgainst onyone who disagreed with him (and I
think you would have gympathy with luther if vou reslized all he went through -

the agonizing labors and the terrible dangers he passed through; and in bis later
days he had rany physical ailments to owspeto with) I think we can appreciate with
Luther, understand and gympathize with him. But Melanethon said, "Luthor was in
such m;:mx:m attitude todey that I just thought it would bring the storm of his
wrath vpon me 41 I showed him vour letter, so I didn't even show it to Mnp.” #ind
Calvin showed the letter to one of his friends in Coneova and the man s2id, "look here,
Jobn Calvin, Luther did a great work in starting the Reformotion but,iBemaudiet

he said, "now he is motting off on those tangents and he is making himself out os a
new pope in Wittenberg. ¥hy don't vou gpeak cut against him and roint cut that he
has & passed his usefulness.” Calvin turned to the man and saidd, "I don't care if
Luther cslls me 2 devile I don't core what terrible things he says about mo. I
will always insist sbout him that he is cne of the grostest blessings Uod ever gave
His church,and one of tho grestest ornaments in Christion history is Mertin Luther,"
Now tholépirit of Calvin s tho spirdt that should be, and I think generally has been,

typdeal of truc “reshyterionism. Prosbyterienism is mainline Christianity. It stands



	LinkTextBoxLeft: http://www.macraelib.ibri.org/Lectures.htm


