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OUR HERITAGE OF PRESDYTFRIANISM, by Dr. Allan A. MocRae  «Ge

for the mmé, it stands for the déity of Christ, it stonds for the sovereiconty of Cods
it stands for the groat dootrines teusght in the Sceripture, it opposes the idea of taking
a poculiar vieuroint and developing = seot around it., Some miscwin ¥ denominations insist
vou rust believe in all their creed in order to hecone a member of their éhumh. "rese
byterions say that is a sect, not o Christien ohurch if you take such an attitude.
They say the door of the church is as wide as the gate of Heaven. /nyone who truly
believes in Christ is welcome to become & member of our church, 3ut our elders, our
ministers, our teachers and our officers must bo people who understand the teaching
of the lord, understand our Prosbyterian dootrine and present it properly to our people.
Well, the first one who took tho neme, specifieally, of Preshyterian perhaps was
John ¥nox. And we think of Jobn Fnox, that grest hero of the faith, in Scotlend. That
man they say nover foared the face of man, and yobt you think of John ¥nox, older than
Calvin, snd yot at Jeneva sitting as @ student before Calvin, looking up to Calwin
as his teacher, as his lecdor, 2s imddeed he was, for great as John ¥nox was, he recdg-
nized that Calvin was 8 greater thinker and 2 greater leader than he. Put the humility
of John ¥nox 4n the prosence ofjone whom he recogniced as groator than he 4s something
that deserves cur praise. Fnox we remember when he came back to Scotland beecamo the
leader of the Reformation Movemont in Scotlend. Inox seid ho feared one m2as pere
formed in Seotlond more than :k;! whole French army that would come to destroy Chris-
tionity in Scotlard., #nd after John Mox had been there a short time, the young girl,
Mary, daughtay of the ¥ing 613’ Seotland who had died rmany years before, came back from
France whore for a short time she had been queen, camo back to become the Cueen of
Scotland, The people woleomed hor¥, being subjeet to the ~ what we think of today
as a rather ridiculous notion of hereditarily passing on of leadership,-they wele
comed her as the one who was ontitled to rule Scotlan?:‘/lc?om Enox raised no objeetion
to her coming and gave his agreezent not only to her coming but to her having hor
Bomanist services in her own castle. But Enox, in his church, spoke out agalinst all
that vas wrong, spoke out when the (ueen suggested having & marrisge that everyono

recognized as unfitting and unworthy. Ee spoke out strongly agsinst it, £nd storles
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