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OUR HERITAGE OF PRESBYTERIANISH, by Dr. Allan A. MacRae  «10-

and the word ’ngmp" moan the same thing. The apiacop:za-‘.{ the bishop,
shows his sctivity. The word "presbyter” shows his character. Ee is 2 mon uho is
2n older, whomm is entitled to be looked up to for his charaseter, for his experience;
but he is a man who has an oversight ("episcopa@'mmna to look over - to oversee)
over the floock of Jod, ! representative of Tod in trving to protect the sheep from

the wolves that would come ine. \
Mﬂl—‘“ x
How in the oarly days of Christiasnity « T seid-3s the early days,~but after o

few centuries there developed s wiskmxkimy distorted view on this, & view that the
ministers formed @ eclasas by thomselves, that they were the ones who knew,they were
the ones who would determine and the people simply followed along. This is contrsry
to the original genus of Christianity and this is whero Prosbyterianism in church
government has tsken £ decidsd prosition. Uo meoting of Treshyteriun ministers has
any standing unless there 1s Zkwk at least one lay elder present, bLecauss Presby-
torianism holds to one position, the position of elder. MNow there are ruling elders,
Mﬁﬁm‘z are ruling elders, but thero are one or two or throe elders in a congregi-
tion who ore teaching elders who have had particular training to teach the “ord of
Jod, Tut as to position, as to standing, they are on 2 level with other elders.
Proshyterianism has slways been agsinst the elericalism ek developed in the
Roman Catholin echureh and it is to this day & characteristic of many churches.
Yhen I was 2 boy I hoard tho stotement made - a Methodist minister and one member
of the soncreration ean out-vote everybody else in the eongregation. 4 Hethodist
bishop and one minigster can out-vots all the other mindsters in a partieuler area.
Presh terianism bas taken a position whichk is in betweon the position of dictator.
ahip from above and the position of anarchy becsuse of lack of unity or organize.
tion. It takes & position which seeks demorracy - sesks to give the people the
rizht to nake decisions and to eleet from among their number those in whom they
have confidence to study matters 'n detail and make decisions upon them. It does
not stand for indopendency, it does not stand for anarchy, for breaking up the small
groups, and it does not stand for the amcgypm which many a Baptist minister exer-

cise:sﬂ ovar bis congragatibn, or in which many & dencmination is exercised by on ine
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