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DX R TER T

OUR HERITAGE OF FOESRYTERIANISM, by Dre. fllan /. Maclige il

dividual or by the church a= & whole. You see it is main line Christianity. It is a
position in between these twe opposite extremes, and that 4s diffheult to maintain
properly. It is very difficult. I think I can say the Presbyteriann system of govern-
ment is an ideel. It is probably not often realized. It 4is an idesl toward which we
should strive, the ideal of having enough of organization, encugh of lsadorship that
ve get efficiency, that we move forward anxi yet never having enocugh that it stifles
iim demoeracy and hinders the fuil p,articipﬁtion of gll, It is an attitude in between
these two extramegs which are characteristic of mo many other denominaiions.

How the Presbylorisn denominations are not the only ones with a government of this
type, though moast have gone further in one direction or the other from it. Put this
is what the meaninz comes from.

Now as we think of ehureh government, we think of the matter of agencies to corry

on the worke /nd here we see the wisdom which has boen characteristie of Prestyterionism

throuzh the azos, the wisdon «hiesd hag shown itself in the prestyteries devoting theme
selves to the business of preshyteries and not tryvins to do what 4s not the tusiness
of presbyteries because when sn organization tries to do what is not its business it
usually neglects some dmportant phase of what is its business. #nd so Presbyterionism

has always been characterized by the fact that the purpose and duty of the preosbytery
was to ;‘kﬁg inspect those who wore candidates for the ministry, to -

ovorseE the doetrinal attitudes of the churches under thelir core to make sure that
sound doctrine wos maintained, but not to try to run the churches or to dictate to

the churches how they shall do thelr work. The churches are to have freedom as to the
means of advoneing the kingdom of Christ, freedom for thets—esintien omong thom fitting
a particular situation but versight that they do not depart from the doce-
trinal teachingsof the VWord of Dode 4And whon presbyteries branch out inte tryins to
run mission agencios, to run schools, to run organizations, to do all this sort of
thing, they mm very soon are found to be neglecting what thelr primary duty 1s - the

maintenanes of sound doctrino-and before lonz we find that this is the very loophole
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