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OUR HERITAGE OF PRESDYTERIANISM, by Dr. Allan A. MacRae i

sect but all through its bhistory there have heen thosze from time to time whe tried to
make it o sect. Thoy take somecfpoint at which we differ from some other denorination
and say Af they hold that, we must hold the opprosite, and try to push it off into a
cornser anm ciroumseribed view which has not been held by Prosbyterians throuch
the ages, which is not characteristie, and which is contrary to the genus of Presty-
terianism. The first cutstanding feature in the attitude of "resbyteriasnism has been
its attitude toward tho Tible. Ve notice the attitude of Martin Luther towards the
Mhle. T think one of the grand things chout Jolm Calvin 1s‘thnt. John Calvin always
insistad that if he derived » definite teachingz from the Bible and then he cgarmd.
snothor dofinite tesching from the Bidle, and then vou put these two mt}mr
snd vou pet & third, be would say, "I mﬁ not staond on-t%awgt!ﬁrﬁ or declars it as
true simply becsuse to my humen mind it aeem;w““ grow out of these two things
I heve from the Dible unless I find it also definitely taught 4n the YWord of Jed.

To John Calvin the YWord of Cod was our only source of knowledge in religious matters,

snd that is where our “estminstor Confession starts. It starts with Cod and how we
can know Gods ‘nd while we can know that Tod exists from the evidences in nature,
to know anything about God we rust turn to Eis Yord. Presbyterienism mesns standing
solidly on the Yord of Gode #nd then Preshyterienism has always definitely stood
for the necessilty of individual salvation.

In the Free Church in Scotland I wes ruch interested, whon I was there, to see
the line they moke betueen "member” and "adherent.” Many of the churches have great
numbers of adherents, but no one can te 2 member of the church unless he cives definite
evidence that he has baen converted and has beon saved through the Lord Jeosus Christ.
‘eople are welcome to hear the messages, they are welcome to mrtﬁeig\ pate 4in the
services btut a careful wateh is taken that membership bo raestricted to those who
truly know the loxd Jesus Christ ns Saviour. Prestwterisnism hss always held that
salvation i1s an individuszl matter. Yo one is saved becsuse of who his parents wore
or where he happened lo live, or anythins else, except whether he versonelly has
accepted Jesus Christ 2s Saviour and been born again through His precious tlood.

And our Presbytericn leaders hove been characterized by their zeal and their desire
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