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OUR HYRITAGE OF PRESDYTFRIANISM, by Dr. Allen A. HacRae e

to reach pecple with the messape of the Cospel and to win them to the knowledge of

Christ.¢ Yow many people when they think of Ciristianity think immediately of the
soverelgnty of God, when they think of Prestyterianism. /nd of cocurse, this is
gonething vhich the Presbyterisn Church has stressed in opposition to certsin de—
nominations which deny certain aspeects of this, such as the Lutheran Church, which
recoded very far from the position that Luther took. Ye hold that Jod hns determined
from ali eternity those who will believe in Jesus Christ. Ve hold that Cod has deter-
mined this and that allgs’hm Christ died will be saved, but no human being knouws who
they are. You m speak to someoone about the Lord Jesus Christ and X&xX he mey come
immediatoly to Jesus Christ and be saved, and in another case you may speak fifty
times and on the fifty-first attempt be may be saved. "o have no way of knowinge The
lord knows whe are His. PPut the Lord hes given us the Gospel of salvation and the

we M— i
responsibility to make it known to Jjust as meny as X% cane Vot -mem like Franeis (Xa

sxlx who “
Ssarame, one of the two leaders of the early Jesuits/went cut into Indis and ¥xyaxx

was so burdened with the multitudes dy‘ingt’i:;fho carried a bowl of holy water and
simply threw it around, hoping that it would lond on neople's heads and they would be
saved. Dut I gpe that some of us fnll into 2 gimilar error when we think that overye
body in ‘merica has heard the Gospel. Thay have heard it; we shouldn't worry about
them. You oannot say that a man has troly beard the Cospel as long as that man is
1l8ving. Ood piveth the responsibility of reaching them with the Jospel and we have

no right to say vwheon a person is hopeless. God ks in o mysterious way His wonders
to perform. He lnows from the beginning those Lkad are His. Fe holds oll things in
His hard but he has not revealed them to use [o has given us the duty and the responsi-
Pllity « fAnd this is nelbxndondy a duty and s responsibiliity not simply of a clerieal
class; it is the responsibility of every Christisn. Every Christian has & ealling.
Ivery Christian'’s calling is to study tho Seripture and to learn the VWord of Cod, to
grow in grace and Sopdemom in the lnowledge of the Lord, to make the Vord of God known
to others and reach them sz: Christ. That is the ealling of every Christion, not just
of a clerionl closse thiym approved by their agsoclates as worthy of being
sot aside 0 7ive their uhole time to this and to receive their support for doing this.
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