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OUR HERITAGE OF PRUSYTERIANISM, by Dr. 4llan A. Mechae e

terianism in common with the Christian Church all through the ages his held that the
mode of heptism does not matter, Ath represents “washing with water is true
baptism. Calvin himself gaid, "“hether the rerson to bo baptized 4s to be wholly ime
mersed and that once or twice, or whether he is only to be sprinkled with woter 1
not of the lease consequence. Christians should ho at liborty to adopt elther, nc-
cording to the diversity of climata, Jltvoush 1t 1s evident," said Calvin, "that
the term 'bhaptize' meens to irmerse ond that this was the form used by the primitive
church." HNow I think Calvin was wrong on thst. I don't think it is anything against
that rreat omxmionos thinker ~ just say that we know more shout the primitive church
than was known in his day, and that we “now more about the oririnal meaning of words.
The Uresk word "baptisa" originally meant to put into water and leave there. The
word "baptal" means to put in ond take out; tut "baptisa” means ;ﬁyw rut dn. #nd
the Oreeks sometimes, when they would spesk of sailors being drowned, said é@ﬁs’aﬂwﬂ
were baptized. They were put into the water and left there. That 4s the orizinal
moaning of the word. "ut in every language words gradually change their meaning and
before the time when the Now Tastament was written the word "haptisa” had come to
mean simply "washed with water."” It no longer had its originel meaning of putting
sorething into wator and leaving it thore hut it meant to "wash with water” and was
uzed of any method of washing with water that might bo used, deperdiing on the thing
or the situation. #nd that has been the view of the Presbyterian Church down through
the ages end of preectieally z2ll leaders of the Fresbhyterian Chureh. ‘4bout a gentury
ago there ware a fow people in this country who, irritated by the attitude of the
Campbellites and certain othors who said "You have got to be immersed; you sre not
truly a Christisn unless vou are imersed," said "No that is wrong, vou hove got
to do it in one other particular form." They were goinz to change Presbrterisnism
into & mere sect. Thay Relt that, 80 we m‘gx}l hold the opposite and we will say,
"This 1s whst it sust be.” But that is utterly contrary to the genmus of Prestyter-
janism, which most of its leaders, nsarly oll of its scholars, nearly all of its

ereedal statements hove specifically said - the method does not matter. 2nd when
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