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OUR HERITAGE OF PRESBYTRRIANISM, by Dr. /llan A. MacRae -2}

we look into the hisztory of the early Christisn chureh there is absolutely no doubt
that immersion was sometimes used. Put when Calvin says it wag the method of the
early church, we can definitely prove that that 1s tm{m—that in the early
echurch somatimes they immersed, somsti es they poured, sometimes they sprinkled -
the rode doos not mutter; it is the faet that"washing with wateris an illustration
of =x cur being cleansed from sin snd ingrafted into Christ, snd the way in which
it is done does not matter. Ve must never let ourselves become a sect, takinz one
particular swmall point and emphasizing it out of its plzce in our system of dootrine.
If we are true Presbyterians we must put our stress on the great things of the Seripe
turs, on Bible study, on wakinz the Blble central in everything; on evangelism, on
gosking Yo win the lost, which is our primary duty as Christisns, and on being of
help to all Christianse.

People sometimes speak about John Caelvin's activities in Joneva as a tempsst in
a teapot, because 3t was a little town and in that little town Calvin uwas faced with
all sorts of difficulties from vory petty people. FHis life was in danger time after
time, but he wasn't like Luther with a whole empire he was facing. Cslvin was working
in this little town there, but Calvin's interest wis not in the little town. Calvin
wag using that little town as a center from which to send the Cospel out, He was
daveloping it as s center where he eould train people who eould go out and spread
the Word of GCode. Cszlvin was corresponding with the leaders of Christianity 4in every
country of lurope, regardless of their denominational background, regardless of their
gensral attitude. If they were true Christians, Calvin was ready to spend any amount
of time answering thelr questions from the Yord of lods In tryinz to help them and
to encourage them, his interest went out to all Christians. /#nd we are in the line
of true "resbyterisnism when we take =n interest in such an orgsnization as the Inter-
national Ccuncil of Chrisian Churches with its affort to reach a helping hand to Korea,
2 helping hand to Pskistan, 2 helping hand to any area where the Cospel of Christ is
being manifest bty the advances of nodernism and apostasy, and to standimx shoulder and
gshoulder with 2ll true Christians even if some of them lack the blessing that weo have
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