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QUR HERITAGE OF ?’RESBY'I'P.RI.’:EIIBM,I by Dr. A1lsn A. MacHae -;9'-

from certain great teachings of Seripture; or if they, instead of standing on the
teackings of rain line Christianity as Preshyterianism historieslly does, take a
position against some errcr of going to the opposite extreme in x::n unbiblieal

ways Well, our heritage of Fresbyterisnism - I think I have montioned nost of the
things that are characteristic of our Bible Presbyterdsn Church 4n t&e course of it
and e P seen ore in that 1ight,

Well now there are scme to say "No, vou have departed from the heritsge of Pres-
tyterianism; wyou have beceme sectarian because vou have aelevated premillenialism to
an important place in your church., And some will even sav that s unPrasbyterian;
andd that 1s erroneous. Prestyterienisnm hag not historieally stood for premillenial-
ism - % but Preshyterizsnism has not historically stood agsinst premillenialism.
Practically avery soholar of asrly church history recognizes that during the first
two genturies of the ehureh's Matory practieally all Christions vere sromillenisl-
ists during thot period. That is recognized by practieally all scholars of early
chureh Mistory. /nd John Calvin was 50 interested in winning the lost to a knowledge
of Thri-t mebxin dealing with the central feature of the atonement and the eentrality
of the Bible that he did not ik foel like taking time to think about escatology and
20 some say because of his constant xtwsskxamx stress on these things that he would
be agsinst oremillenialisme. Put e turn to Calvin's commentary on Isalsh 11 and we
find that he eclearly states there that Isaiah 11 deseribes a return to the condition
before the fall and that that 4s going to come - that the restoration of a perfect
state upon this earth is goinz to come. I would say Calvin there tokes a clearly
premillenial position, because how could such a thing happen unless the Lord Jesus
Christ came to establish 4t., DPut then Calvin goes on to say, "However, more partiocu-

larly we find from this pasmgga{tm importance of changing paople's characters so
>

they are no longer like ymmxwitmxix wolves tmt ther are rore like sheen.” /iAnd of
course his grestost intersst was in the presentation of the Cospel now to win souls
from darkness, but when ho deslt with the pasasage he brought out clearly its teach-
ing - 2 teaching whieh cannot bhe edesxly understood except as a definite premillenial

teaching. 4ind ot the Yestminater Assenmbly that made the Vestminster Confession, many
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