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I was a little sorry that the Scripture reading was so far
in advance of the time that I was to speak, because there was
so much in it that I felt was particularly appropriate. But
I imagine that the graduates thought that one particular phrase
in it was mo 3 appropriate. I wonder ReExw how many noticed s

what it was. It-is 2 Tim,437ff. It is "I have finished my

course,” How' €ol1d’ yoa get a more appropriate verse of Scrip-
ture for commenhtmert thah tiat? _“I ha\e fini“hﬂd ny course.?

So Lonlght I am very habpy to congratulate ycu on having

'finlshed your “course. ‘But I-think 'the rest of that verse ;u

alsc appropriate. It ‘bedins;“I"have fought a 'good fight,
Thirty years ago the Jeneral education -standards-in Anerica

began to deteriorate. About 10'or 15 yrs. ago we heard terrible
stores dbout the level of education in many of our public: uChGOlS

and I remember wheén many of the Christian schools in‘this <"

‘area were founded, that the founders quite generally had two'
‘purpcses in mind. One‘was  to have a really Christian schocl.;"““"

But to some of the founders almost equal-to that desire” was

‘to have their children in' a shhool -where they would really - ,
‘study, where they would'recally learn’ SOnethirg. "‘So my guessf"

is that L&Ch mcmbcr of thia ciass .eeld that 1r thﬂ 1aat

isomething, thgy ha»e Feached a goal"thay have '~n¢uhed th&:f*w
_:Courueu I e

"I hope also tbaf Lhe last parL of the verse 13 true, of 5”

‘every mewberl of ‘thils class: I have fought a good fight, T have

finished my course, I have kept the €alth." Anerlca was
‘founded upon- the Word of 'God. In this ‘country 50 yrs. ago‘in

‘alli the schools the Word of God-was honored, in’all the - T ”“-*”f_
schools Jesus Cu:th if- He was réferred- to, was referred to 'Y

with reverencg. ﬁn all the KHK&X Bchcols the ex*stmnce of Gpd

read wicn revarﬂnc;. ik : R R L
[ i 5 4, e P gy . 2 o i g YT rGe "

Pres;denh Andrcw uackgon said toward the end of his life,
peinting to the Bible, he said, Upon that book hands the founda-
tation upon which our liberties rest.” But today God has been
pushed cut of most of the schools of America. Many of the in-
s titutions 6f the country that was founded specifically £6
kax train people to stand for the Word of God, as were Harvard
Yale, Princeton, most of our great univer31tites, in many of
them today God has been pushed-outi His wWord iIs denied. The
faith of Cnrist is being undermined., How wonderful 1t is when
a school near at hahd o 'which wé ¢an 'sSend out children, where
the Bible will not only be denied but will be presented and
where the Word of God will ‘be extolled, and Jesus Christ up~
held. Thés class indeed deserves congrhtulation R that it has
finished its course' in a Christlan 'school. : —

Well now somebodﬁﬁsayﬁ Ed”mé;*&*fektii'without a context
is a pretext, and you have taken a verse w right out of its
context and you've Jdrawn scmething cut of it thnat isn't there
at all. Paul isn't sayinganything of the kind about finishéng
a high school course. Paul isn't writing this as a young man.
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