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] | Thus ve learmfrom the Bible “many general circum® that will precede

4 réather
e i a.ﬂm Lord's coming to this earth, and some/xmxy specific ones. The = Ben&l"l

ones are occurrences that have happened over and over during the mny

centuries since the ¢dms uceqsion of Chr:{_.st. A o

(\ In 430 A.D. St. Augustine lay dying on his bed in ‘Stkikpm Hippo, a town

e In North Africa. For some centuries N°A° “had been one of the finest of -

the Roman provinces. Great amounts of mxm material ptoimed there wvas
its
shipped to Rome and heIped to feed/ehe multitudes. NA® had universities;

it had great centers of culture of every kind. The earliest Chn® The = o

first great § Chn°  in the —l;atm—luwge"'m—aia—ﬁdf1iv—e‘ in Italy

e ——WWW nnms—of—Cyprian—Tattullﬁm_ind‘Augustine are among

;hrﬁmt—nam—of—urly Chtr'—history—ﬁuguatinrhadwrkud for nearly

-Hearams—a—greatw Chn luder—n&m*he—lay—mrhia—dmh bad—“' Durimg
-—(\—_mm-———zhe-ygl'ﬁ"—? eca> —latter-decades of — A—'r]:tfe—thinga had—radicallrchnngad—*"‘—
g e T a___barbarhns-had—broken—through—tha—chm- --of—fomassea : on—tlw--borderr.———i

_of the gnpire,_and gl:ear._hordes_of_thm had -marched- through—th&cantera—of—u—-——

the_ma_mm_n;l.nn __:he_xomn_mpirm,_nnpim_in-zmope._m;cuy_of_
Rgljelf_hgd_beampmed_and_plundm_._!n mdy_people_cimiuum______

seemed to be near:lng its_ end.

A_srsa ;_h;mlg_of mdala,_aiter mrching

across Europe pill.ag_igg and. deattoying, had taken_pusguioLoLSpain.
' Most
Now they had left Spain and croaaed to North Afr:lca. Iin-wm: of NA®

wvas already in l:heit {hands. Frou the mllu of Hippo one could see

‘ the m.. bum:l.ng t'ires of churches and hones thal: the vandals had
' In"Hippo one
pillaged and were now destroying. /éme could hear the cr:les of the

/Lﬂcture!;.htm ;

refugees sxfugexx and of these who were being tortured in the surrounding counl:ry.

It looked as 1£ eivilization was coming to an 'end. ‘Never mimgxmxk since

- has NA® regained anything like the condition of prosperity that it

‘enjoyed during the centuries before Augustine's death.
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