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L/17/13 -3- Divine Relatiens

they de net learn te have the persenal intimate knewledge of Christ fer which it

is the burposo and ebjective of the map then it is all just a waste and accemplishes
nething. Se at the beginning ef the Christian life it is net what we knew abeut Christ,
it is net the dectrine that we knmew, it is net eur cerrect understanding ef the Trinity
but it is eur persenal relatien te Christ that matters. We must receive Christ.

New it is a very cemmen phrase te say that, Isn't it wonderful that se-and-se has
accepted Christ. Persenally I much prefer the Seriptural term, As many as received him
te them gave He the autherity te beceme sens ofGod.‘fggggt coenveys a little of the idea
as if we theught it eut and decided between alternatives and decided that this is the
one we weuld take, and we are kind enought te accept Him! New I'm sure that that is net
what mest peeple mean whe use thephrase, but I think we aveid that altegeRfler if we use
the Seriptural phrase te "receive” Christ. BEcause when a persen receives Christ he dees
indeed take a ¥#f/£#/ veluntary actien. He dees indeed make a definite step of the will.
Yet how much of that cemes frem his ewn xsiitsmy velitien, er hew much eof it cemes frem
circumstances entirely beyend hiscentrel. He is in ne pesitien te say. C.S. Lewis tells
how, he said the time came when he after leeking inte this belief and that, and geing
inte this belief and that, and studying this and that, he came be the conclusien that

the only satisfactery answer te thepreblem of life was Christianity and he reached the

peint at the age of 31 as a prefesser in Oxferd University, he reached the peint of ¥gp

receiving Christ as his savieur, but he said, I felt as if I was making a”dcciaion, but

as I leek back en it I see that Ged was clesing in en me and Ged was bringing me te thes
peint. We receive Christ as S;violr, but we must receive Him etherwise we are netChristiams.
We can knew all the dectrime. WWecan sing all the hymns. We can spend Y eur time inm

geed Christian cempany, we can live the mest meral lives that a human being ia::E:::;l¢

of but we are net Christians unless we enter inte ::isporaonal relatienship with Christ

te receive Him as Savieur. There are many verses which speak of us as being in Christ,

if we beleng te Him. A manm is in Carist, and there are ether vesses which speak eof Carist
in yeu the hope of glery. Now are we in Christ, er is Christ in us? The relatienship is

a Yery clese ene and these are figures each of which gives a certain aspect eof it. Yem

take a hersehee and yeu heat it in the fire wuntil it is red het; is the fire in the
herseshee
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