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are made te feel utterly silly if they den't accept anti-Christian attitudes and views.
The result is we have a situatien very similar te the situatien that Israel was in when
Elijah (was living). New CGed sent twe men -- Elijah and Elisha, and hew different these
twe men were frem ene anether. In theprevidence of Ged I think it's(ene of )the me®- marveleus
thing that Elijah came first and Elisha came secend. Their influence weuld net be a fifth
as much if they had ceme in the eppesite way. Elijah came te a peeple whe had turmed
frem Ged, and wanted te put Ged eut ef their theughts and te ferget him. And Elijah came
with a great pewerful veice deing great miriacles, standing fer Ged against the
multitudes, attracting tremendeus attentien. And Elijah fecused the attentien of the
people on the fact of Ged's pewer, Ged's centrel, Ged's reality. Then when Elijah

passed off the scene Elisha teek ever and travelled back amnd ferth up and dewn threugh
the land, visiting, talking, teaching here and there, here and there healing the sick
raising the dead, deing the little things that help peeple te grew in grace and in the
knewledge of the Lerd. New if W Elisha had ceme first nebedy weuld have listened te

him. Oh this eld messback, what dees he knew? We're fellewing Baal, we're fellewing the
king and his queen ir their general appraech. Eliska ceuld :::: gathered a little greup
of pesple abeut him, he ceuld have had seme influence but A met a fractiem of the in-
fluence that he had. Eligah was needed first. But if Elijah had ceme and stepped and
Eliskha had net ceme there weuld net have been a fractien of the effect that was made.

The differenc ¢ in the effect is breught eut very clearly when we leek at the death
scene of these twe great men.

In Elijah's death we read in 2 Ki, 2:12 hew Elisha and Elijah were standing there
eut in the desert, and Ged sent the chariets and herses of fire te take Elijah up te
heaven and Elisha saw it and cried, My father, my father, the chariet of Israel and
the hersemenf/ thereef. Well new is he referring te the herses that teek him up te heaven?
Is he referring te the chariets of fire that teek him up te heaven? If this is all we
have- this verse - you might think that's what he referred te. But it ismn't. He is here
saying, Elijah is the great bulwark ef this land. This land was headed fer misery and
destructien. Elijah is Ged's chariet, Ged's hersemen, Ged's ferce of pretection that has

delivered this land. New since it cemes right after the reference te the chariet of fire,
and herse of fire that is net ebvieus as yeu leek at it.
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