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15 Daftel
But which undeustedly gives a pretty goed general picture of the way that this little
hore whe is named Antiechus Zpiphanes (Epiphanes means the eutshining er deity)
and Antiechus whe claimed te se Ged., Antiechus a iting eof this
nave whizh selengs te nis father and te nis sem wae is Antiechus I -- this Antiechus IV
preocesded te carry en such a terrisle persecutien of the Jewish religiem al‘th-y Bad
never seen sefore in the past, and perkaps the world has never seen since. It was &
tremendeus ereat miltitudes of Jews died amd fimally
gathered then tegether and organised themselves to fight against
Syrian eppressien. FNew II Mace. describes this persecutien, amd I Macc. cemes after
II Macc. I kscc. which is part of the Remam Cathelic Bible 18 justly cemslaered
censidered by scmelars as am excelleat histerical decument. It is quite aifferemt
frem 1I Macc. which has a great aeal #f/ waileh may 9e immaginative but which deuetless
glves in gzonerg]l & very clesr picture of the persecutien. 1 Mace. tells absut the
rasistance and cdeseribes the activities of these Jewish leaders ocalled the Macecasees
as they wen their fveedem frem Anticchus and eveatually askad Heme fer preotectien
#nd became an independent =nitity and recaired se during mest ef the succeeding years
until the time of Christ. Se rewm I and II Macc. we see how tremendeusly impertant in
Jawlsh history is the actien of Lhis mar Antiechus ipiphenes and we see how very
reasenadle it would s dn the previdemee of Joc net simply te give Dan. a visien of
grt. 2veats in pelitics that weuld seccur in subsegquent years, but the pinpeint is
given on the time when thoss whe waniea te 3o itrue te Jod ana te stamd by the teacaing
of the Pidle would be under terridle persecutien and te give these peeple when that
time cane -~ to give them semething that would cemfort them amd enceursge them and te
lead them to stand true in the face of th= terrible odds until they eventually we
thelr freedem. Se Lhis sectien eof DLan. weuld have a very real purpese in
Opd's cconesy te pinpeint a situstisa which weule be z situatien where pesple needed
streagth and help and dlessing frem Ged in ercer te gf stomd true te Him and it was
a peried in which they steed true and wen their freedem. LONGFFLLOW has written a

1ittle g/ play called Judas Maccaweas waica shews semething ef the persecutien of the-
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