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as to-the origin of the Word of _God/\ Mode istsw frequen iy deridi%é the idea
cof verbal inspiration as if it meant ‘{',hai-: God dictated the whole of the Scripture
to the writers. They point out that the styles -of writers differ and assert that
this proves that verbal inspiration cannot possibly be a faet. Such criticism

rests upon an entire Imisunde.rstanding of what the Christian Church means by verbal

inspiration.

It is imporb&nt'that we differentiate between inspiration snd revelation, both

| of which enter into the formation of the Bible as Christians have historically

| consj.dered it. Revelation consists of the presentation of ideas to 'bhe mind of

! the writer direc’biy from God. IHere actual dictation may occur. God may reveal by
i ;s meking a statemeﬁ£ to the writer in words,or by showing h:u'.m a picture, or by caus-
1 ing him to have an imaginative experiénce. As to this third tjpe we find Peter

i I‘describ in Acts 1% as seeing a great sheet let down from heaven with all sorts
’ e of animals, and hearing the words, "Eill and eat." He answers, "Not so Lord, for I
“have never eaten anything that is common or unclean."” The voice answers, -"FMt '
.God hath cleansed, that call not thou common, " Through 'Ehis experience, Petér
received from God a revelation of truth previously unknown to him. Many parts of

the Bible are made up of revelations of God to man. Often I—fimd-it,stated that

‘the Lord sﬁoke to Moses, or the word of the Lord came to Isaiash, or some such
- expression, showing that God gaﬁe a revelatioﬁ to tﬁe writer.?/%cwéver, meny _pé.rts
of the Sé¢ripture make. no claim whatever to be a revelation. They simply tell wha{;_ _
,the ﬁgriter has seen, or experienced”, or heard. It did not .require a revelation of
i God for Paul to ask Tiﬁothy to bring with h:.m the cloak that wé.s left at Troas, or

for Moses to discribe the battle withithe Amalekites. In all these passages €& /NG~
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thought of dictation has /ﬁtever been contained in the Christian doctrine of inspira-
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