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vty —the idea of QetermiMatien ~determinism icarr'.ted"l:o* a logical extremedy We

' - '{_—all_'k'now that this isnot true. We do have choices to make on many matt'ers';_-z;ww' -

o ;;;iy -whefé';e‘knbﬁ mt_h_at:_“wé' coﬁld héwe madé é différent cho:l.cé,"énd that ‘-

. Some phiimzphk

if we had made a different choice a different result would occur,

philosophers choose one extreme here; some choose another. Some try to find an

_explanation that fits both together and n6 such explanation has ever been found.

s is ._.a_mystery)-lf:m-nz\_a mystery that God. _;mderétands .but_we..do...not.mm#r—'

——WB-believe-that God-has ordained-all things that smsmex come to pass. Yet-we—
choices are

—-————alsobelieve that we have real choices to make and that the choitee we make ~ds—

 very ftmportant in determining the results that will follow. REcognition of the =

He knows that his heavenly Father holds.

- _giving him confidence and encouragement.

everything in His handg‘-aﬂd‘% have nothing to fear becausé.God _lo.ves us and will

~ not allow anything to happen except it is for our good. Thus sgha what is often -

_(\ __called Calvinism _can_be_o.f__great_enc.ouragementiagd_is._cerpvanly;ée:ﬁnﬂe!:y_.taughc__... SR
Yet T believe thatl is a—betieve™

——————1in-Seripture,- and-I-believe-we-should-hold-to—it.—

————~rhae it is a eource of comfort, encouragement and blessing to the Chn®, rather
should

than something on which we should draw lines and/xhai# exclude individuals from our

fellowship. Some carry the idea of Calvinism so far that it becomes fatalism or

determinism. They therefore consider it wrong to give invitations or to try to

| ure fndividusls to accept the Cospel. gowel. This clearly ot the attitude of
__Paul who said in 2 Corinthians 5:20, "we ngg in Christ's stead, be ye reconciled

£ to God." It was clearly _n..o._t_tbg_aj:.j,_tydfe__qﬁ__(:hr_i_st_.__whq_aaid*in____Lt;ke__13_:33-:3.4_13__:3&: -
:f,— "0 Jerusalem, -Jerusalem,..-which---illeat the prophets, and stonest- them-that_ e
—%——tmto—thee ;- how-often-would I have gathered 'thy-'child.ren—together,—as—a"h'en doth gather —

~ her boood under her wings, and ¥ ye would mot!" e e
o is : ' ﬁ“ﬁ seem to us to be irreconcilable

Philosophyprecognize} the presence of two facts

n:\éat both are true.

on seeing someone else recognizing one of e~

It always pains me when someone
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