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Systematic Theology: Its Validity and Its Limitations (8)

1Tt. The Limitations of Systematic Theclogy

A. Limited to propositions raasonably deduced fr;m Biblical data.

It must be recognized that a valid system of theology must be based only on
the Bible. Mere arguments from analogy are worthless. They can only suggest
questions to investigate. Philosophical or rational attempts to explain eternal
things cén be useful by raising questions that may be talen as a basis to search
the Seripture to sez whether it gives an answer to them, but cannot ba taken as a
basis on whieh to build &ny sdlid proposition of systematic theology.

B. Limitations caused by recognit1on of purpose of Bibla

1. Practical nature of Biblical writings

It must be recognized that the Bible's purpose is fundamentally practical
rather than theoretical. A man who was born with no sense of sight would need a
revelation from others to enable him to understand his environment or to accom-
plishk the necessary tasks of life. This information would inavitably include a
certain amount of information that did not have a direct bearing on his life, but
this might be quite incidental. Aay attempt to explain to him the heauty of a
sunset or tihae variations of color in a masterpiece would be useless. The purpose
of the Bible is primarily to show the Christian how to conduct himself in this
life, and how to know God, without whom life is meaningless. It waa not written
in order to givs him an understanding of all the prineciples of the univarse. It
should be recognized that there may be vary important principles of the divine
being that have no direct importance for human life on this earth, and that are

not touched upon in the Bibla.
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