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ECUMENISH  November 11, 1979

1 was specifically ssked to speask about the ecumenical movement, It will
be more of a historical and philesephical discussion them whet I prefer -
an expesitien of Seripture,

I would like te remind you then of the situation in the U.S5, 100 years
age, Perhaps not ee far back as 100, Perheps 80 years sge, We had at thet
time im the U.S, #ix or seven me jor denominetions, These denowminat ione
differed on particular doctrinmal points but there was hardly anyone in them
thet denied the great central veritlies of the Christlan faith, You would go
inte a Presbyterisn church end you might hear how we are saved through Christ
and how God has elected from sll eternity those who are to be saved, and if
you ere saved, truly belleve in Him, you do mot need to fear you might lose
your salvst jon, There was a big stress on the importance of regenerstion,
and the Presbyteriane were sctive in having revival wmeetings,

The systex of having various denominations meet together ia Bible
conferences for discussion of great Christian ¢truths was begun in this
country by the Presbyteriens, Then the Methodists took it up and they
earried it much further than the Presbyterians hsad, A hundred years age you
would find Nethodist churches all over this count ry, and they would net put
much stress upen election, Somelimes people in them would think that they
needed to be saved again every yeer, I dom't kmow how many had thet sort
of an attitude, But I do kmow this that the Methodist churches even as
recently as 60 years age were practically all of them putting their grest
stress on the impertance of being saved from sinm through belief in the Lord
Jegus Christ, And there were several other denominations which different on
certzin pointe but it wae rare indeed that you would find a minisier in any
of thene denoninations who did mot put the greater part of his attmation te
those grest central verities of the faith,

Now thet was the situstion eert:in 100 years age and to & very large
extent 60 years ago, Then however, these great denominations began to form
boards and agencies to increase the efficiemcy of the work, They had had
small orgenizations that were eending out mlesionsries, The Presbytericns
end the Congregatiomaliete unted in en organizatiom 200 years ago that sent
missionaries into Chio and established churches all through there presphing
the Gospel, The Freebyterians the Congregationalistes united en their foreign
miesion work umtil sbout 1870 whem the Presbytericns decided they wanted a
board of their own and unPelief wae beginning to come imto the Congreationasl echureh,

Let we sey just & word mbout the Congregatiomal church, The Congregaticmal
church eriginally began with the Separstiste who came over here from England,e-
the Pilgrim fathers and then the Puritans who follewed them, Each of their
churches was a separate euntity respensible for decision only to itself but
having = loose federation, They locked te the federation te examine their
ministers as to their orthodoxy., If a minister were to move away from his
beliefs the conference would warn the loeal church, but comirol wes pretiy much
in the hands of the lecal church, Then the grest university the Congregationalists
hed formed for the specifie purpose of training winisters, in 1805 Harverd elected
& professor of divinity who denied the deity of Christ, MNany of the Congregatiomal
churches were trewendously shocked at this, and there wes quite a division aueng
the Congregationaliste, They looked to Yale University which still held stromgly
to the great central peints of the Christian feith, But fine Christian ministers
who hed gone to Harvard anmd gradusted there and had 2 great love for the love for
Lord which had been greatly increcsed during their stay at Harvard could not
believe that thet grand old school had departed from its loyulty to Christ,
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