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.- .They called Qaniat"in and he-said: to. them, Thia ceans
,thn God is through with_ybu; your kingdom is going te be

‘divided and given to'the Medes and Persiangi if you sald

: that te-a modern-dictator he would: say; Pubt.this man in close

confinorent and keep hinm there for a few years to prove

this terrible thing te?s predicting: About ne i3 completely

. falses .. But BelshEgzar: was:a .bekter ¢haracter aceording ‘tec the
Biblical account. We read in in Ve?, " Then commanded Bele

- shazzar-and they'clothed Dinlel with scarlet and put a chain -
of gold around his neck and made a provlamation concdening

hinm that he wvould: be thHzd third: ruler &f the kingdem. In: that

- night was: Belahazzar the king of the Chaldeans slain, and;

his phhdictisn was fu filled.

&gcard*rg tn tha cﬂrt cs: thxs account WEs written 500
vears. after the end: ﬁf tha: Babylunian emplrés If they are
vowmEk oright dt?s not at allm strange- that they would speak of
Belshazszar as the last king because all that was known up to
a few vasrs ago of thHe final days of the kingdom of Babyﬁon
was - that: Nabonidus: was the last king of. Babylnn. King . .
Nabonldus was-nok - slain” whan Bahylon~wqa takeﬁ, but ha was
N Sﬁ,ﬂtlﬁly sent. iﬂt'& ‘&3{4 e i v on arreg? OULT eV

. 8oc-khe story here was a beautiful story -invented 400
yﬁ&ra dater when:the.pgople had forgatten -the facts, but it:
did.not f£it as far as anybpdy knew.a few years ago of tha-u
time-of the enhd of the Babylonian kingdem, Then Prof. Pinches
of -the. BritishMuseun w3s not.satisflaed with that :and early ;
in-this. century -he went into-the British Museum We and he = |
found. 4 tablet from the latter: days .of the Kingdom of Babylon
- that had been- excavat?d and bhrought ko .the British Musvum l
-~the great bulk of them are contract tablets, lists of
property, willsy:etcs Most schplars; are.interésted in getting
the ones that have be&utiful gnur voetry or historical
stakemeats ﬂn them.,;:uf- ¢ 3 1 ;

_,,;; Ihere~ere &7 graat maﬂy ef them that hav& not been trans-
lated, or at least translated and published. He looked for
these tabaata of the: lattermdayauofﬂthe.kinngm of Babylen,
Then Prof: Daugherty:of ¥Yale Urifversity took. up the study and -
.. carried 1t on and hé wrote a book inithe Yale Oriéntal Kessarch
Series in 1929 called Nabonldus and Belihazzar., He showedk:
that: the. name Belshazsar was found ofi contracts of that perlod.
3¢ there was such a man as: Eelahazzar. X

Than he found thete wgs A contractiwhare someone representing
ﬁalahn&zar —the king's son made a contract to rent a house for
two years, 59 youshad. Belshazzar . inwthe:royval familys Then .he
found thers were tabiets in:which the oath was taken in the name
of Habonidus and Belshazzar. He found tHat oaths were never taken
. exgept -in. the name of a deity, or ruler of the kingdom. So Prof,.
" Dougherty wrote his book and no scholar today denies the fact,
..Ehough mest don't say anything about it, that Belshazzar was
" indeed ruling in Babylon as co-king along with his Father. His
father spent - the latter years before “the:. Persian conquest in
‘retirement studying archseoloegyt . oo
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