http://www.macraelib.ibri.org/Lectures.htm

Erefit of the Seripture -5 9/18/84

It's a miracle that gees beyond eur understanding, beyend
anything we can imagine anyy human being deing or being dene humanly.
But it is an important step in Ged's making it pessible fer us te
have the prefit we get from the Secripture.

New there is a third miracle and this miracle is little
spoken of teday, in fact se little it might net be necessary te say
much abeut it., But whe knews when the devil will make the questien
ef the canen a matter eof primary censideratien. I knew a yeoung
fellow who was a student in the cellege that I attended, and whe
kegan takine night ceurses at the Bible Institute. The president
ef the college heard of it., He called him inte his effice. He said
Why are yeou deing that? Yeu will leese all the value of yeur college
course! We're teaching ygu te think, te knew facts., You go there
and yeu'll ke misled.” ell, the man said, I believe the Bible
is Ged's Werd; I want te learn abeut it tee." And this was a supposedly
Christian cellege. The president whe had fermerly been a teacher of
Chureh Histery in a rather well-knewn seminary said te him, "New the
Bikle has 66 beoks in it. Hew were these books picked? Did seme
individual pick eut the 66 beeks, or was there a Ceuneil that did it?v

The fellow said te me, I didn't knew whieh, se I said, I guess
a eouncil. The president said, Ne, Ne. Ne Ceuncil made the decisien.
Well, in this case the student decided he didn't know ensugh abeut
these things te argque with the president seo he said, I'll leave the
coldege and go full tine te the Bible Institute,"

I think in mest cases the decisien is made the other way. The
canon can be made a question te cenfuse peeple very mueh. Here were
these inspired boeoks written. And there were manh ether beoks written.
Here were these great prephets te whem Ged speke, and there were many
false prophets whe alse wrete beeks. Heow do we knew that we have
the correct hoeks? It is a miracle which Ged weorked, It is a tre-
mendeus miracle!

The Jews have aregued about all kinds of questiens. You read
the Talmud. It is just ene argqumehhd aBter anether right straight
through. All kinds eof questiens, all kinds of differences. But there
is ne evidence of any sizeable group of Jews that has ever said that
their Bible considted of anything else than these 39 beeoks in our OT.
Tt is a miracle! There are these whe talk abeut the Council of
Jamnie whieh they said made a deecisien. There's neo c¢clear preef there
ever was such a Council, There's absolutely ne preof that any
decision was made., There is seme evidence in the Talmud of some
discussionz about, Should we throw eut this beek? Should we reject
that ene?

But even the libkberal student teday recognizes that these
discussioens frem the very nature of them as yyeu read them in the
Talmud were based not upen an attempt te really decide where thase
===whether these should be thrown eut, but te werk out arguments
te answer people who were raisineg questions., There's ne evidence
whatever at any time when any sizeable group of Jews have suggested
that a book was inspired which 1s not ene of our 39 beoks in the OT.
God worked a miracle and within two centuries after the last book of
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