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Profit ef the Scripture _ -lle o 9/18/84

to give us this Bikle that we have. Oh what the profit is that

Ged would do all this to give it te us. What sroefit there should

be in this book for us. Ané yet how little our peeple take ddvantage
cf it.todaye.’ u : '

I happened to pass a ylace where there was a medernist meet-
ing a few years ago. They had a beok table and I stepped in and
zlanced at the table and saw a Book which said, How to Become a
Bisheop without being religiocuss 1 eopened the baek and clanced at
two or three gages of it. One place I glanced at the man saild,
"You must remember frequently in yeur sermens te say, 'The Bible
says', and they after you have sald 'the Bible say,' you can say
anything you want te, the peceple wen't knew the difference. But
what you say will make a qreat hit with them b2 N you keea sayine,
The Bible says.

it's sald, but 1 fear there's a let of truth te it. Our
people read the Bibkle, but do they feed on the Bible? We
venerate the Bikle. we talk asout it. De we get our infermatien,
do we get our ldeas from the Bible or are we getting.them frem
what some human being has written? Are we gettine them frem what
some man has worked out? Are we gettinq it from what some theo-
logian has said? Or are we gaing te the feuntain of living waters
te get what we need? ;

Oh the most 1maortant thing is te Bring peeople te an under-
standing of what Jesus did at Calvary. To bring them te faith in
Him, But after they == after that it is neot Ged's will that we re-
main as babes!l It's His will that we grow by the sincere milk of
the word. God has Giving us His Beek, net only te give us informa-
tion, but to give us what we need fer eur ssiritual aerawth and the
minister whe does not himself constantly prefit sy the word of Ged,
bury himself in it, compare Seripture with Seripture, gather new
truths, new ideas, new understandings frem the Scripture all the time
is not grewing spiritually as he sheuld. _

A minister whe dees net teaech his peeple to study the werd and
to grow in it is net diving te them what he sheuld give. I was just
thinking this morning, hew wenderful if eur peeple weuld take just
a simple methed of Bible study such as te say of each chapter:
what is the subject. ef this chaeter? What are the principle lessons
you learn frem this chapter? what de you find is vour faverite v.
in this ch. Just mentien the names of the individuals in this ch.
Just a simple thing like that. But te ge thru ch. after ch. and make
their minds werk on what they find there and £% get frem Wk it the
truths te build up their souls. What a difference it would make in
their spiritual life x£ in beceming what Ged wants them te be.

. .wWe live in a werld of change. We live in a werlé in which we
den't know how seon the Lord mayceme back. We den't know what
changes are geoing te ogcur. we den't knew what new problems we may
have to face if the Leord tarries, but the answers to these new
problems are ia the Scriptures. Perhass net recegnized by anybedy

"before. Perhaps never understeed before.
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